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CAR FREE FRIDAYS—Los Angeles City Council president Eric Garcetti and bicycle advocates kick off “Car-Free Fridays,” a new 
campaign launched by the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition, which encourages riders to commute on bicycle at least one 
Friday a month.  The congregation of cyclists met for the program’s kick off ride, Jan. 30th, at the Hollywood/Western Metro 
Station, biked along Sunset Blvd. in Silver Lake, through the Second Street Tunnel and concluded at City Hall in downtown. 
For more information: www.la-bike.org  Photo by: Marie Chao

Los Angeles City councilmember Tom LaBonge at a 
press conference Feb. 3rd, briefing the media on the 
spate of attacks. Also pictures are LAPD Northeast 
Division Senior Lead Officer Gina Chovan and Los 
Angeles City Council President and Silver Lake coun-
cilmember Eric Garcetti.  Photo courtesy of: Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tom LaBonge

LOS FELIZ—Construction was 
slated to resume last month on 
the Los Angeles Zoo’s $42 mil-
lion Pachyderm Forest, after the 
Los Angeles City Council voted 
to allow the zoo’s lone elephant 
to remain at the facility. 

A contractor was approved 
by the Board of Public Works 
the first week in February, said 
zoo director John Lewis. 

“We’re mobilizing and 
getting things ready,” Lewis 
said. “Construction will start 
up again as fast as possible.” 

Los Angeles city coun-
cilmembers voted 11-4 on Jan. 
28th to give the controversial 

project the green light, ending 
months of debate over wheth-
er Billy, an Asian elephant, 
should remain at the zoo or be 
shipped to an animal refuge in 
northern California. Animal 
rights advocates and several 
councilmembers had argued 
the zoo’s new 3.6-acre exhibit 
would be too small for Billy. 

At the packed, nearly 
three-hour city council meet-
ing, a parade of celebrities 
spoke out against the project, 
including Lily Tomlin, Cher 
and former game show host 
Bob Barker, who had earlier 

Billy Stays, So Zoo Construction Resumes
by Rachel Heller, Ledger Contributing Writer

see Zoo page 16see GGPNC page 22 see Robberies page 15

Protestors march outside Vermont 
Hand Car Wash last year.

Criminal 
Charges Filed
vs. Vermont 
Hand Wash
By Heather Downie
Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—Nearly 200 crimi-
nal charges were filed in Febru-
ary by Los Angeles prosecutors 
against the owners and opera-
tors of Vermont Hand Wash. 

The charges allege Nissan 
and Benny Pirian mistreated 
employees and failed to pay 
$450,000 in wages to their 
employees over five years.  If 
convicted, the brothers face 
more than 80 years in jail and 
fines of up to $136,000 each.

The manager of Vermont 
Hand Wash, Manuel Reyes, 
and four other carwashes 
owned by the Pirians were also 
charged with 176 counts of 
worker abuse. 

see Car Wash page 16

By Heather Downie
Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—Undercover 
Los Angeles Police Dept. of-
ficers arrested two juveniles 
Feb. 7th allegedly involved in 
a rash of robberies here that 
have kept residents on edge for 
weeks. 

While only the pair have 
been caught thus far, police 
suspect many others were in-
volved in the crimes, perhaps, 
police said, “opportunist” gang 

members looking for easy tar-
gets.  LAPD Capt. William 
Murphy said he believes mul-
tiple gangs are involved.

The two arrested are a 
15-year-old and 16-year-old 
accused of carrying out two 
of 10 robberies that occurred 
in Silver Lake and Echo Park 
between Dec. 30th and Jan. 
31st. Police did not release 
their names, due to their age.

Both juveniles were found 
with stolen property from the 
robberies near the intersection 

of Hyperion and Ro-
wena avenues.

“We have a very 
simple message for 
those who will con-
tinue to commit 
crimes in our com-
munity.  You will get 
caught and you will 
go to jail,” said Los 
Angeles City Council 
President Eric Gar-
cetti. “These are our 
streets. Not theirs.” 

The 10 robberies occurred in two clusters.  One cluster of 
four occurred in Silver Lake.  
The other six, in Echo Park 
near the intersection of Glen-
dale and Sunset boulevards.  
As a result, January robberies 
in the area increased 175% 
when compared to the same 
period in 2008 according to 
LAPD data.

While ages and races of 
the victims varied, all were 
males caught walking alone.  
In most cases, suspects used a 
gun or knife to seize wallets, 
cell phones and iPods. 

Flyers and e-mails about 
the string of robberies imme-
diately “spread like the Grif-
fith Park fire of 2007,” said Los 
Angeles City councilmember 
Tom LaBonge.   

One widely distributed 
flyer described the night of 
Jan. 30th, when one of the 
victims was brutally assaulted 
while walking from Blair’s 
Restaurant to The Edendale 
Grill on Rowena Avenue.  

“He was pulled into the 
back of a dark driveway, had a 
gun pressed against his temple, 
and was then savagely thrown 
to the ground and beaten-
crushing his left cheek,” the 
flyer read.

While some residents ini-
tially assumed the robberies 
were hate motivated crimes, 
police refuted those rumors 
at a community meeting at-
tended by nearly 400 people 
at Ivanhoe Elementary School 
on Feb. 5th. 

At that gathering, police 
also addressed residents’ frus-
tration with the lack of com-
munication between the police 
and the community about the 
incidences.   Many residents 
said they learned of the crimes 
from friends, not officers.

“I feel the 10th or 11th…  
attack might have been pre-
vented had [the victim] been 

Search Continues For Silver Lake Robbery Suspects

Billy will soon be moving to the L.A. 
Zoo’s new Pachyderm Forest.

Photo by: Michelle Kunz

Resident’s 
Grievance Still 
Being Evaluated 
by GGPNC 
By Rachel Heller 
Ledger Contributing Writer

The Greater Griffith Park 
Neighborhood Council’s (GG-
PNC) Executive Committee 
met Jan. 29th with Los Feliz 
resident Dana Cremin to dis-
cuss accusations Cremin made 
in a grievance letter that the 
council has violated both the 
Brown Act and the California 
Public Records Act. 

Cremin filed a formal griev-
ance against the council to its 
city oversight group, the Dept. 
of Neighborhood Empower-
ment (DONE), on Dec. 9th. 

In Cremin’s letter, she 
claims the council violated both 
acts by “deliberately” withhold-
ing information from the public 
about a preferential parking dis-
trict she first sought in 2006. 
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[letter from the 
publisher]

On Saturday, March 7th, 
over 100 local children be-
tween the ages of 5 and 12 

will take the 
field at Riv-
erside Drive 
for the first 
matches ever 
of the newly 
formed Los 
Feliz Ameri-

can Youth Soccer Organiza-
tion [AYSO] region. 

Until now, children 
wishing to play AYSO soc-
cer have had to travel to the 
mid-Wilshire/Fairfax area, 
downtown or to Glendale. We 
now have a league of our own 
and look forward to seeing the 
numbers grow when the chil-
dren play again in the fall. 

Having such a youth sports 
program in the greater Los Fe-
liz area has been a dream of 
mine as a parent for some time 
now. The nearly three-hour 
long throng of parents regis-
tering their children to play 
last January at a table outside 
Albertson’s supermarket on 
Hillhurst Avenue is proof oth-
ers felt similarly. 

I want to thank Franklin 
Hills resident and long time 
AYSO enthusiast Brent Whit-
tlesley for saying “yes” when 
we approached him with the 
idea. Whittlesley volunteers as 
an AYSO Regional Commis-
sioner and is now overseeing  
the day to day operation of the 
Los Feliz region. 

Also, thanks go out to 
Greater Griffith Park Neigh-
borhood Council representa-
tive Mark Mauceri, who got 
the word out about registra-
tion to our local schools and 
assisted during registration.

Finally, a special thank 
you is also in order to Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge who helped 
AYSO secure the Riverside 
Drive field with the Dept. of 
Recreation and Parks. With-
out LaBonge’s help, Los Feliz 
AYSO would not be a reality 
today. 

I also want to extend 
my sincerest gratitude and 
good wishes to four new Los 
Feliz Village Business Im-
provement board members 
(see story, page 3). As I have 
written in this column be-
fore, the BID, of which I was 
a board member the last two 
years, has been nearly coma-
tose for some time now with 
declining interest and a lack 
of professionalism. Lately, 
the board was often unable 
to even meet a 5-member 
quorum. 

It is not surprising, there-
fore, that the recent BID elec-
tion only garnished a paltry 
12% voter turnout (37 returned 
ballots total). The election—or 
even the call for candidates— 

was not publicized anywhere 
that I know of, including in 
this publication even though 
I offered free advertising space 
to the board for that purpose. 
Also, I’ve heard rumblings 
that some BID members in the 
area did not even receive a bal-
lot to vote. Ballots, this year, 
were hand-delivered instead of 

mailed as is customary.
But hopefully with these 

four new concerned and en-
thusiastic board members 
(three seats are going to hus-
band and wife sets) the BID 
can once again be a vital and 
relevant force in our commu-
nity. Otherwise, it should be 
disbanded.

The new Bid Board for 2009. Pictured are (bottom): Dora Herrera and Ermanno 
Neiviller. Back row: Kerry Slattery, Jonathan Sample, Laura Springer, Chris Serrano, 
Rob Valerio and Robert Benavides. Not pictured: Mark Ciancuilli, Tony Fanara and 
Nelia Cacic.
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[ POLICE BLOTTER MARCH 2009 ]

Aggravated assaults:        2                          

Grand Theft Auto:	 21

Robberies:	 5                          

Burglary Theft from Vehicle:        49

Burglary:	 10

Burglary: Feb. 12th, at 2:45 p.m., on 

the 4500 block of Kingswell Ave.  

Suspect pried open rear sliding 

door, entered, ransacked resident 

and took property.

Robbery: Feb. 10th, at 8:50 a.m., 

on the 1900 block of Palmerston 

Place.  Victim parked his vehicle 

and was standing outside when 

two suspects approached him 

from behind. Suspects brandished 

a handgun and demanded prop-

erty, victim began to yell and sus-

pects fled with victim’s property 

on foot.  

Burglary: Jan. 31st, 9:30 a.m. on 

the 2000 block of New Hampshire.  

Suspect pried open rear door, en-

tered, ransacked home and took 

property.

Robbery: Jan. 29th, 12:30 p.m. at 

La Paz/Hyperi-
on.  Victim was 
walking on the 
sidewalk when 
two suspects 
a p p r o a c h e d 
him and forced 
him to the ground. Suspects 
kicked victim in the face, removed 
property and fled on foot.  

Robbery: Jan. 31st, 12:30 am at 
Rowena and Silver Lake boule-
vards.  Victim was walking when 
suspect grabbed him from be-
hind.  Suspect placed handgun 
to victim’s head and demanded 
property.  Suspects forced victim 
to the ground and struck him with 
an unknown object. Suspects took 
victim’s property and fled in un-
known direction.

Robbery: Jan. 31st, 8:55 p.m. 
at Griffith Park and Hyperion 
Ave.  Victim was walking when 
two suspects approached him. 
Suspects brandished handguns 
and demanded property. Victim 
complied and suspects fled in a 
vehicle.

 [roving reporter]

How Do You 
Feel About 
Historic 
Status For 
Griffith Park?
By Jennifer Haning
Ledger Contributing Writer

The Los Angeles City 
Council recently voted to 
grant Griffith Park historic 
monument status. How do 
you feel about that?

“There are too 
many things in Los 
Angeles that are 
not the way they 
were originally 
built; too many 
things are losing 

their historical value.”
— William Lazaro

“I’ve only been 
[to Griffith Park] 
a couple of times, 
but I like it the way 
it is. If it’s being 
granted historic 
monument status 

then they obviously think that 
what it is now is good.”
— Kellie Francia

“I think it would 
be good to see the 
park become a lit-
tle more modern-
ized for families 
and kids.  I think 
the city could 

make some advances, at least 
to incorporate more technol-
ogy like the California Science 
Center.” — Jennifer Lazaro

“It’s the same now 
as when I was a 
kid, and I think 
it should keep its 
original structures.  
It’s more meaning-
ful this way, plus if 

it gets too commercial around 
here things might get a little 
crazy and out of hand.” 
— Naoya Imanishi

“I think it’s really 
important to keep 
Griffith Park as 
pure as we can be-
cause it’s the largest 
urban park in the 
country.  If we’re 

not careful we’ll lose it… It’s 
one of the jewels in our neigh-
borhood.” — Kerry Slattery

“There is so much 
value in our natu-
ral environment, 
and I am pleased 
with the council’s 
decision to preserve 
this precious land-

mark. I feel content knowing 
that Griffith Park will remain 
a place of authentic organic 
beauty.” — Debra Britten 

LOS FELIZ—The Los Feliz Vil-
lage Business Improvement 
District (BID) seated six new 
board members in February, 
after a dismal election return 
of 11.7%.

A total of 37 ballots were 
returned of 300 that were print-
ed and hand delivered to BID 
members over the course of 
three days. Another 15 ballots 
were sent electronically to vari-
ous e-mail addresses, according 
to election chair and BID Vice 
President, Chris Serrano.

Results for new board 
members are as follows: Robert 
and Arzu Benavides/Distant, 
(32 votes); Susan Cianciulli-
Bailey and Mark Cianciulli/
Solutions, (30 votes); Jona-
than Sample/Fresh Pressed, 
(29 votes); and Heather Arndt 
and Rob Valerio/Happy, (33 
votes). 

Nick Gallo/Blue Rooster 
Art Supplies (6 votes) and in-
cumbent Nina Fayad/Alberto 
Salon, (14 votes) were not 
elected/re-elected respectively. 

Current board members 
that were re-elected to anoth-
er two-year term were: Nelia 
Cacic/Washington Mutual, 
(26 votes) and Dora Herrera/
Yuca’s, (33 votes).

The board—now 11 in 
total—join current represen-
tatives: Ermanno Neiviller of 
Il Capriccio; Chris Serrano 
of Coldwell Banker; Laura 
Springer of Springer Chiro-
practic; Kerry Slattery of Sky-
light Books and Tony Fanara 
of Palermo’s.

Nominations for officers 
of the new board were held the 
BID’s Feb. 11th meeting and 
will be posted on the BID’s 
website. 

BID Seats 6 New Board Members 
With Less Than a 12% Return
By Allison Cohen
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Now through May 10 at the Autry

Outlaws or Heroes?

Come to the Autry and see how towering 
heroes and bandits of history and myth, 
such as Emiliano Zapata, Francisco 
“Pancho” Villa, Zorro, and the Cisco 
Kid, developed through US-Mexican 
relations. The exhibition includes art, 
historical footage and prints, feature 
film, and music.

Visit AutryNationalCenter.org/Bold 
Caballeros for exhibition details, special 
programs, and Group Sales.

FREE PARKING

Héctor Silva (b. 1955), María Félix (with rifle), 2002. Giclée. Courtesy Héctor Silva. 

Organized by the Autry National Center in association 
with Arizona State University’s Hispanic Research Center.

Admission is FREE the second  
Tuesday of each month.

Lake activist. “The members are 
very supportive of each other, al-
lowing each to tell their personal 
stories.  Over the years, through 
encouragement, each has seen 
their writing skills improve the 
participants have grown closer 
together.”  

Jones has touched many 
with her stories, including 
teacher Jeanette Shelburne. 

“She has delighted the writ-
ing group with her stories’ hard-
biting wit and clarity, yet she’s 
always driven to explore her art. 
She consistently applies critiques 
to add more sensory detail, ex-
plore complex relationships and 
include dialog. She’s a shining 
example of ongoing learning 
throughout life.”

The class is sponsored by 
the Hollywood Education and 
Career Center, part of LAUSD’s 
Programs for older adults.  

Among the myriad activi-
ties offered by the Griffith Park 
Adult Community Center, the 
Life Writing Class stands out 
as a powerful creative experi-
ence for many members.  

I attended a session of the 
class in February, at which (Los 
Angeles City Council President) 
Eric Garcetti honored class 
member Lucile Jones. Jones, 
now 91 years young, has had a 
long and distinguished career as 
an attorney. In a profession dom-
inated by men, she was a true 
feminist long before the phrase 
was coined. Jones has been re-
galing her fellow class members 
with tales of her adventures as a 
female lawyer, homemaker and 
mother from the 1950s on, until 
her retirement in 1987.  

“The class has been very 
meaningful to the participants,” 
said Bea Gold, a long-time Silver 

[silver lake correspondent]

Lucie Jones Writes Her Life Story  
by Michael Locke, Silver Lake Correspondent

[echo park 
correspondent]

Dodgertown 
Hosts World 
Baseball Classic
By Hayley Fox 
Echo Park Correspondent

T h e 
World Base-
ball Clas-
sic (WBC) 
competition 
comes to 
Dodger Sta-

dium this month, bestowing 
Elysian Park with an honor 
that may soon become com-
petitively coveted. 

The WBC began in 
March 2006, as the first op-
portunity for international 
baseball teams to compete 
at the major league level, 
using their most talented 
baseball professionals. Other 
world competitions such as 
the Olympics overlap with 
major league play in many 
countries, therefore limiting 
teams’ options and the op-
portunity to assemble a top 
roster. 

This year, the 2009 World 
Baseball Classic is striving for 
a display of international base-
ball excellence as they hope 
to solidify their tradition and 
make the games an every four 
year event. 

Beginning in Tokyo on 
March 5th with a game be-
tween China and Japan, the 
WBC will continue through 
the month with games also 
in Mexico City, Mexico; To-
ronto, Canada; and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. Sixteen teams 
from around the globe will 
be eliminated down to four 
by the time these games reach 
Los Angeles. 

The World Baseball clas-
sic is an opportunity for 
players to return to their 
home country to play for 
their hearts, and not for a 
contract. A total of seven of 
our own Los Angeles Dodg-
ers will be playing for various 
international teams, includ-
ing Russell Martin for Cana-
da, Jonathan Broxton for the 
USA, and Juan Castro for 
Mexico. 

While the USA team 
boasts an occasional super-
star like New York Yankees’ 
Derek Jeter, many highly 
competitive players are still 
restricted from play due to 
franchise fear of injury that 
would offset season play. 
Dodger Stadium is host-
ing the WBC’s semi-finals 
and final game March 21-
23, and with the Dodger’s 
wave of retiring players and 
the probable loss of Manny 
Ramirez, the WBC is sure 
to be an inspiring start to 
the uphill battle of the new 
season.



Los Feliz Ledger

March 2009 www.losfelizledger.com Page 5POLITICS

Vahan Saroians
 #1 Commercial Real Estate Broker
 #2 Residential Real Estate Broker

at Coldwell Banker Los Feliz

  Saroians@aol.com(323) 497-6655

Whether 
selling 
or buying
property in the Los 

Angelss area, let 

my experience and 

success be yours in 

every transaction.

 

11700 Baird, Porter Ranch 
$640,000

Four bedroom home with  
pool and spa

 JU
ST SOLD

3358 Glendale Blvd., Los Angeles 
$1,200,000

Two retail stores and two houses  
on a commercial lot 

 JU
ST LISTED

1320 Los Palos, Los Angeles
$729,000

4,800 square foot industrial building 
with high ceilings

 JU
ST LISTED

10618 Woodbridge, #201, Toluca Lake
 $599,000

Stunning 2 +2 in the best building  
in Toluca Lake

JUST SOLD

T hi r t y-f i ve 
years in ser-

vice to the City of Los Ange-
les has made me a believer in 
the broken-window theory of 
public safety.  If just one bro-
ken window remains on a city 
building for several days, soon 
every window will be broken, 

regardless of whether the sur-
rounding neighborhood is af-
fluent or poor.  

This theory was tested in a 
1969 study by Stanford Univer-
sity psychologist Philip Zimbar-
do and was popularized years 
later by an article in the Atlantic 
Monthly magazine.

The moral of this story for 
me, as the councilmember for 
your area, is to work hard to 
keep neighborhoods looking 
neat and clean.  Clean neighbor-
hoods are safe neighborhoods.  
To me, public safety has to be 
our number one priority.  

The city’s Dept. of Building 
and Safety has an excellent code 
enforcement bureau to deal 
with abandoned and neglected 
properties, some of which may 
have broken windows. For in-
formation about their work, 
visit www.lacity.org/LADBS/
code_enforcement/code_en-
forcement.htm.  (To file an 
anonymous complaint about an 
abandoned or neglected prop-

erty, dial 3-1-1.)
But, what about graffiti?  

How about furniture that piles 
up on one section of sidewalk 
because someone left an old 
couch there and now everyone 
thinks dumping is OK? 

These are the problems 
that motivated me to create 

the position of Beautification 
Deputy on my staff.  When 
city budget cuts led to talk of 
lay-offs, I created this position 
so that regardless of city staff-
ing levels, we could keep our 
streets and sidewalks clean 
and not breeding grounds for 
vandalism and worse.

I encourage everyone to 
keep their own properties 
neat and well-lit.  If you see 
graffiti or bulky items piling 
up, or need your own bulky 
items picked up, call 3-1-1.  If 
a problem persists, email me 
directly at: tom.labnge@lacity.
org (attention:  Beautification 
Deputy). If you’re email-savvy, 
I strongly suggest you take 
advantage of the city’s e-po-
licing program, which sends 
automated updates on recent 
crimes in your area.  You can 
sign up at: www.lapdonline.
org/e_policing. 

Stay safe, and as always, 
continue to enjoy and love Los 
Angeles.

[greetings from tom]

No More Broken Windows
By Los Angeles City Coucilmember 
Tom LaBonge

A recent 
cluster of rob-
beries and at-

tacks in Silver Lake remind 
us all that even with crime at 
historic lows, we must contin-
ue to be vigilant about public 
safety in our neighborhoods.

In a three-day span, four 
muggings near Hyperion and 

Rowena occurred, and some 
victims were being beaten or 
cut with a sharp object.  This 
spate of attacks also occurred 
within a few weeks of six oth-
ers in the Silver Lake and Echo 
Park neighborhoods.  In all ten 
cases, the victims were males 
walking alone.

Because of their diligence 
and expertise, Los Angeles 
Police Dept. officers arrestest 
suspects in two of the Silver 
Lake cases less than 10 days 

from the time they occurred.  
The two suspects are known 
gang members, ages 15 and 
16, and a search warrant of 
their homes resulted in the 
discovery of guns as well as 
iPods, cell phone and other 
items connecting them to the 
robberies.  Police believe that 
these two were also responsible 

for at least one other robbery 
in a different area.

I want to acknowledge 
the hundreds of community 
members who attended a 
meeting at Ivanhoe Elemen-
tary School to learn more 
about these incidents directly 
from LAPD and to express 
their concerns and share in-
formation to help solve these 
crimes.  Overall, we have seen 
the quality of life in Silver 
Lake and Echo Park increase 

in recent years and that is due 
in large part to the active, en-
gaged residents and business 
owners.

Although two arrests have 
been made, we are all well 
aware that we still need to 
find those who are responsible 
for the eight other robberies.  
If you have any information 
about any of these incidents, 
please report them to LAPD 

Northeast Division (213-847-
4263) so that we can bring the 
perpetrators to justice.

In addition, please protect 
yourself by walking with an-
other person if it is dark and 
staying along well-lit paths.  
LAPD has increased patrol 
of the areas where the attacks 
occurred, but we can all take 
sensible precautions to make 
ourselves less desirable targets 

for muggers.
The safety of our neigh-

borhoods is my top prior-
ity. My office will continue to 
work with LAPD and Coun-
cilmember LaBonge to moni-
tor the situation.  If we are 
all vigilant, take precautions, 
work with LAPD, and watch 
out for each other, we can pre-
vent more of these crimes from 
happening.

[city council president eric garcetti]

Silver Lake Crimes
By Eric Garcetti, President, 
Los Angeles City Council

In a three-day span, four muggings near Hyperion 
and Rowena occurred, and some victims were 

being beaten or cut with a sharp object. 

But, what about graffiti?  How about furniture 
that piles up on one section of sidewalk 

because someone left an old couch there and 
now everyone thinks dumping is OK?
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1922 Hillhurst Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027

1 2 3 4

Choose your discount

Dry cleaning incoming order only 

Dry cleaning incoming order only 

Exp. date: 5-31-09

Mon - Fri . . . 7am - 7pm
Saturday . . . 8am - 6pm
Sunday . . . . . . Closed

323-665-0737

Good for 4 uses

Free pick-up & delivery, just give us a call! 

NOTE: Griffith Park was desig-
nated a Historic Cultural Mon-
ument in January just as our 
February edition went to press. 
To catch readers up to date, here 
is a recap of that story.

LOS ANGELES—Ending al-
most eight months of de-
bates and panel reviews, the 
Los Angeles City Council 
unanimously designated Grif-
fith Park a Historic-Cultural 
Monument on Jan. 27th. The 
move makes the 4,218-acre 
park the largest monument in 
the country. 

The Council chamber 
erupted in applause when the 
votes were tabulated, after Grif-
fith Van Griffith, great-grandson 
of the park’s donor and name-
sake, told councilmembers that 
Col. Griffith Jenkins Griffith 
would have been proud. 

“I am astonished and de-
lighted at everybody’s passion 
for this park,” Van Griffith 
said. “This will add another 
layer of protection against de-
velopment so that future gen-
erations can enjoy the park 
the way we all have. The city 
may change in the future, but 
hopefully, we will always have 
Griffith Park the way it is.”

The designation places all 
proposed changes to the park 
under the review of the Los 
Angeles Cultural Heritage 
Commission. The five-mem-
ber commission recommend-
ed historic status for Griffith 
Park in October after crowds 
of park and wildlife advocates 
urged the city to protect the 
park’s open spaces and hiking 
trails against potential devel-
opment in the future. 

Park facilities that don’t 
contribute to the historic sig-
nificance of the park – such as 
the freeways, the Toyon Canyon 
landfill and the Autry National 
Center – are excluded from the 
designation, which requires that 
future park projects conform to 
the park’s rustic aesthetic. 

Los Angeles now has 
more than 900 Historic-Cul-
tural Monuments. Other local 
parks and open spaces so des-
ignated include Barnsdall Art 

Park, Echo Park, Silver Lake 
and Ivanhoe reservoirs and the 
Chavez Ravine Arboretum. 

The Griffith J. Griffith 
Charitable Trust applied for 
Historic-Cultural Monument 
status on May 9th of last year, 
the day after the one-year an-
niversary of the 817-acre Grif-
fith Park fire. 

“The designation of Grif-
fith Park as a Historic-Cultur-
al Monument is a very posi-
tive development for Griffith 
Park and all citizens of Los 
Angeles, and is long overdue,” 
said Philip Gasteier, president 
of the Greater Griffith Park 

[recap]

Griffith Park—Now A Historic Monument
By Rachel Heller, Ledger Contributing Writer

Neighborhood Council (GG-
PNC). “It will assist our city 
employees in proudly main-
taining the park consistent 
with its historical character. 
Perhaps most importantly, it 
will help to insure that citizens 
are informed of future pro-
posals regarding the park and 
have the opportunity to make 
their voices heard.” 

Employees of the Los An-
geles Dept. of Recreation and 
Parks, which operates Griffith 
Park, have a six-month grace 
period to learn how the desig-
nation impacts their mainte-
nance of the park. 
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Segray 
Exploring A Child's Individuality  *Preschool Program 

  starts at 18 months old
 
*Transition For Toddlers
 
* After school Program

* Parent and me class

3201 La Clede Avenue
Los Angeles Ca 90039
323-953-4878
www.segray.com

Lic.#198013596

[ ivanhoe ]

1:1 is Tons of 
Fun
By Stella Olivia Royo and 
Alexis Watkins, 5th grade

Here we are in the win-
ter of 2009, and Ivanhoe El-
ementary School students and 
teachers are working hard, as 
usual. However, not quite ev-
erything is the same. Ivanhoe’s 
technology is improving every 
second. This is the second year 
of our 1:1 Learning Program 
with laptop computers.

Students have been using 
their computers for projects, 
experimenting with the new 
Leopard system, and having 
fun using different programs 
such as Safari, Photo Booth, 
Pages and Microsoft Word. 

“I think that computers 
give kids an additional way to 
express themselves,” said 5th 
grade teacher, Ben Wegner.

The 5th graders have been 
working on many projects, in-
cluding country reports for a 
“Heritage” unit using Keynote, 
iMovie, iTunes and Pages. 

“I enjoy doing ‘My Dic-
tionary’ on Keynote because I 
get to learn new words every 
week, and find pictures mak-
ing a visual definition,” said 
5th grader Kaitlin Caoili. 

The fourth graders have 
been working on projects with 
their laptops as well, includ-
ing brochures for their “Mys-
tery To Medicine” unit. Third 
graders have also been doing 
some creative and colorful as-
signments on the computers, 
such as collages. Who knew 
laptops could make school so 
much fun?

[Franklin Avenue 
Elementary]

The Inaugura-
tion...In Person
By Erin Murray, 4th Grade

WASHINGTON, DC—I am 
standing among thousands of 
people gathered here on the 
Mall in our nation’s capital, 
waiting for the inauguration 
ceremony to begin.  I can’t be-
lieve we made it!  After flight 
delays due to weather, sitting 
for three hours straight on the 
turnpike because of a 23-car 
pile-up, and getting the wrong 
directions three times to the 
Mall, it seems like a dream 
we are actually here. It may be 
only 23 degrees outside, but 
my dad and I feel too excited 
to notice how cold it is.

From our spot near the 
World War II Memorial, we 
are able to see the Wash-
ington Monument and hear 
all the speeches on a “jum-
botron” in front of us.  All 
around us the chant of “O-
BA-MA! O-BA-MA! O-BA-
MA!” rises from the crowd.  

[micheltorena 
street school]

Dancing in
Valentine’s Day

Mothers and sons and fa-
thers and daughters had the 
chance to have some fun and 
support their school at the “Fa-
ther/Daughter-Mother/Son 
Valentine’s Dance” Feb. 13th.  
The event was sponsored by 
the PTA and raised over $400 
for the school.

The dance was held in 
the school auditorium that 
had been decorated appropri-
ately with lots of hand-crafted 
hearts. A beautiful, five-foot 
balloon valentine served not 
only as decoration, but as a 
backdrop for photos.

An eclectic mix of mu-
sic was provided by “DJ 
Herbie” whose lively tunes 
had people literally “danc-
ing in the aisles.”  And 
when parents and students 
alike needed a break, they 
enjoyed refreshments sup-
plied by the PTA.

Organizers would like to 
thank all those who helped to 
make the event such a success.

On March 12th from 
12 noon to 4 p.m., the Los 
Feliz/Silver Lake commu-
nity will host a blood drive 
to benefit Childrens Hospital 
Los Angeles (CHLA) in hon-
or of Parker Brockway who 
is a Hematology/Oncology 
patient currently at CHLA. 
Parker is a life long Los Feliz 
resident and Camelot Kids 
pre-schooler.  

Parker was diagnosed 
with a benign brain tumor in 
December 2006 and has had 
many surgeries along with 
starting a second round of che-
motherapy this January. Her 
treatment may require receiv-
ing blood donated by friends 
and family. 

Parker’s pre-school, Cam-
elot Kids in Silver Lake, will 
host the blood drive. The staff 
is committed to raising aware-
ness in the surrounding com-
munity that Childrens Hos-
pital Los Angeles needs blood 
on a regular basis. A donation 
of blood directly to the hos-
pital saves time and resources 
so that the hospital can treat 
many more children for much 
less cost.   

For more information 
call Camelot Kids at (323) 
662-2663. To learn more 
about involvement with 
Childrens Hospital and their 
“Los Feliz: A Community 
that Cares” fundraising cam-
paign, call Karen Wirick at 
(323) 361-1711.

Community 
Blood Drive to 
Benefit CHLA

As Vice President-elect Joe 
Biden steps onto the podium 
to be sworn in, there is a huge 
applause with whistling (the 
loudest from my dad!). Now 
comes the moment we all 
have been waiting for:  Pres-
ident-elect Barack Obama 
and his wife Michelle walk 
across the stage and take 
their places.  The noise from 
everyone clapping and whis-
tling gets even louder.  

Then, all at once, a hush 
settles over the entire length 
of the Mall.  We are listening 
to our 44th President take his 
oath.  He repeats the words in 
a voice that is clear and strong.  
As soon as we hear, “Congrat-
ulations, Mr. President!” the 
crowd explodes!  People are 
jumping for joy, hugging one 
another, and even crying (in-
cluding my dad).

Long after the day is over, 
I will remember this historical 
“moment in time.”

It was an experience I will 
never forget. Thanks, Dad.

Send the

Los Feliz Ledger
your School News to: 

acohen@losfelizledger.com
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Earn up to $800 a month 
Hosting Japanese Students

For all details please contact Kelly at Language Systems:
213-385-2365 from 1:30pm to 6pm, M-F 
or kelly@languagesystems.com

Students prefer to live with a family; students require 
their own room; some meals should be provided.

Designed for working professionals 

and offered entirely on weekends,

our Humanities program focuses on 

English, history, creative writing,

and cultural studies.

Expand Your 
Mind by a Degree

10 Chester Place • Los Angeles 90007

For more information visit
www.msmc.la.edu/HUM2 
or call (213) 477-2800.

MOUNT ST. MARY’S COLLEGE

M.A. in HUMANITIES

• Spanish
• French
• Chinese
• Italian
• Hebrew
• Armenian
• & others

New school in Hollywood 
Los Feliz area.

Babies classes
Trilingual preschool

Adults & Teens

323-668-9754
WorldSpeakStudio.com

Immaculate Heart High 
School recently observed Free-
dom from Chemical Depen-
dence (FCD) Week, which ad-
dressed effective approaches to 
substance abuse prevention.  

Two health professionals, 
who have achieved long-term 
recovery from alcohol and 
drug addictions, led a series 
of presentations for students, 
teachers, administrators and 
parents.  They encouraged us 
to make responsible choices, 
so we can lead healthy and 
happy drug-free lives.  Their 
own personal stories of their 
struggles with addiction and 
recovery were very moving.

This month, many juniors 
are busy preparing for their 

first SAT test after completing a 
preparation course on campus. 
Meanwhile, freshmen will at-
tend a day of recollection, which 
always offers a quiet break from 
classes and time together.  Biol-
ogy students are also gearing up 
for a field trip to the Los Angeles 
Zoo, where they will observe an 
animal of their choosing for a 
school report.

Rehearsals are also under 
way for the Genesians produc-
tion of Moliere’s “Learned La-
dies,” which opens March 26th 
at 7:30 p.m. in the school audito-
rium.  Performances continue at 
7:30 p.m. March 27th – March 
28th, with a 2 p.m. matinee on 
March 29th.  Tickets can be 
purchased at the door.

[immaculate heart]

Educating Young Minds
By Suzie Shehayeb ’10 and Anne Suh ’10  

Daylight Sav-
ing Time returns at 2:00 a.m., 
P.S.T.,  Sun. March 8th. Re-
member to “Spring ahead” 
(even though spring doesn’t 
start for another two weeks). 

Spring in the northern 
hemisphere officially starts 
at 4:44 a.m., P.D.T. on Fri., 
March 20th. Until autumn in 
September, our planet’s north-
ern hemisphere is tilted more 
toward the sun that the south-
ern hemisphere.

Venus remains visible in 
the evening sky for the first 
three weeks of March, but ap-
pears lower each evening as 
darkness falls until the 21st, 
when it can be only seen in 
bright evening twilight. The 
planet swings into the morn-
ing sky starting on the 27th, 
and should be east to spot low 
in the east shortly before sun-
rise by month’s end.

Saturn, in Leo the Lion, 
puts on its best show of the 
year on the 8th, when it is at 
opposition (meaning oppo-
site the sun in the sky) , at its 
closest to earth, and visible all 
night long. Through a tele-
scope, the rings appear very 
narrow, tilted only 3 degrees 
from edge-on to our view.

The moon reaches first 
quarter phase on the evening of 
the 3rd, and is full on the night 
of the 10th, when it is at opposi-
tion and near the planet Saturn 
in the sky. In its waning phases 
the moon shrinks to last quar-
ter on the morning of the 18th. 
As a crescent, it appears in the 
dawn near Jupiter on the 22nd 
and just above Mars on the 
24th, then is new on the morn-
ing of the 26th. On the night 
of the 27th, the slender waxing 
crescent moon reappears in the 
west after sunset.

[Stargazing] 

March 2009
By Anthony Cook
Griffith Observatory Astronomer

Glenfeliz Blvd. 
Elementary 
Fundraiser, 
March 7th

The Friends of Glenfeliz 
Blvd. Elementary School’s Si-
lent Auction will be Saturday, 
March 7th from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. at 3135 and 3137 Glen-
dale Blvd. 

The event will be hosted 
by Black Maria Gallery, Grain 
and Viet Noodle. 

There will be food and live 
music, as well as an art show 
at Little Bird Gallery (3195 
Glendale Blvd.) featuring art-
work created by the students. 

Funds will help support 
Glenfeliz Elementary and pro-
vide a great opportunity to 
find goods and services at auc-
tion prices. 

Our Science Fair is com-
ing in March! Students are al-
ready hard at work planning, 
growing and constructing their 
science projects.  Last year two 
Pilgrim students were semi-
finalists in the L.A. County 
Fair and this year we’re aiming 
even higher.

Elementary students will 
give a Spring Music Concert 
in March and the Pilgrim 7th 
graders will travel to Joshua 
Tree for a class retreat. Our 
Kindergarteners will also be 
going to the theater. 

The rest of us will partici-
pate in a “Green Sale,”  selling 
paper goods made from recy-

cled paper. Proceeds will go to 
support environmental groups, 
including Tree People.

Also in March is our 
Read-a-thon.   Pilgrim stu-
dents will collect pledges 
from family members for 
every book they read and 
the funds will go to support 
our school libraries.  Pilgrim 
parents have a March activ-
ity, too.   They will attend 
our school’s 50th anniver-
sary party, the Golden Gala, 
which will honor our alumni 
and raise funds to support 
the school.  Alumni from as 
far away as Texas are coming 
to join in the festivities.

[pilgrim]

March at Pilgrim School 
By Jake Weber, Grade 11
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Pilgrim School. We grow students.

When it comes to education, one size does not fi t all. Every 
child has unique gifts and talents. At Pilgrim, we believe 
students will be most successful not by fi tting in, but by 
standing out. By maintaining small classes (average of 15 
students), Pilgrim provides an academic environment that 
gives students the individual attention they need to thrive. 

Need room to grow?

Call for a tour and learn about our one to one laptop program, AP classes, 
sports, modern languages, art and music programs.  100% of Pilgrim 
graduates matriculate to the fi nest colleges and universities.

When it comes to education, one size does not fi t all. Every 

Need room to grow?

Pilgrim School

First graders from the 
French/American School, Ly-
cée International de Los An-
geles (LILA), planted bare-
root peach and plum trees in 
a special ceremony Feb. 2nd at 
the Norman Harriton/Frank-
lin Hills Community Garden 
organized by their gardening 
teacher, Tara Kolla of Silver 
Lake Farms.  

Helpers included Los An-
geles City Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge; Dede Devlin 
of Tree People; Franklin Hills 
resident Mrs. Monique Har-
riton; her daughter, Suzanne 
McKevitt and granddaughter, 
Lisa Rae Harriton. 

LILA School Campus Di-
rector, Deborah Thornburg 
also helped plant the trees 
along with Los Angeles city 
council district 4 Legislative 
Deputy, Lisa Schechter; the 
children’s 1st grade teacher, 
Gerome Givron; Franklin 
Hills Community Garden-
ing coordinator, Donna 
Getz; and parents and local 
gardeners. 

Tree People donated the 
trees as part of their fruit tree 
give-away program. 

All attending took turns 
adding soil and Kolla’s home-
made compost to feed the 
trees. Before rolling up his 
sleeves, Councilmember La-
Bonge talked to the children 
about Mrs. Harriton’s late 
husband, Norman, and the 
importance of community 
roots. 

“Children, listen up, these 
are roots, and roots are im-
portant! The man who created 
this garden, Norman Harri-
ton, knew the importance of 
roots—family roots and roots 

to the commu-
nity.”

Norman Har-
riton, a Franklin 
Hills resident and 
garden enthusiast 
who died in 2004, 
founded the com-
munity garden in 
2000. 

“E s t abl i sh-
ing this little 
garden and or-
ganizing the 
neighborhood ’s 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
and support 
was my father’s 
labor of love,” 
said Suzanne 
McKevitt, Har-
riton’s daugh-
ter.   “When he 

discovered that community 
gardening could literally cul-

tivate and nurture a commu-
nity, it became his greatest 
passion.”

The Franklin Hills Com-
munity Garden is a joint ven-
ture made possible by LILA 
and the City of Los Angeles.   
LILA allowed the school land 
to be used for the garden and 
still provides the water and 
power to sustain it.

In all, there are 21 gar-
den plots, most of which are 
gardened by residents of the 
neighborhood. Several are 
used by the school, in conjunc-
tion with Silver Lake Farms, 
to teach students the art and 
science of gardening. 

Neighbors interested in 
obtaining a plot can email the 
garden’s co-coordinators, Stan 
and Donna Getz, at garden@
franklinhills.org. There is cur-
rently a short waiting list.

[lycee international de los angeles]

Community Roots Bear Fruit

Councilmember Tom LaBonge rolled up his sleeves to plant 
a bare-root fruit tree with LILA 1st graders.

Look for the

April edition of the

Los Feliz Ledger
Thursday, April 2nd
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877-840-8842

$85 Special  

senior 
discounts

No job is too big or too small. 

family owned 
and operated

Long time interior designer Scott Smissen 
and his carefully selected team of specialists 
have branched out on their own and are 
ready to assist you with your interior design 
or remodeling needs. Scott, with over 10 
years experience, specializes in knowing and  
appreciating the nuances of the Southern 
California home.  See a portfolio of Scott’s 
projects at scottdesigngroupinc.com 
and then call him today – whether it’s for a 
full kitchen remodel, a bath remodel or just 
freshening up a tired living room.

Scott Design Group
for Interior Design and Home Remodeling

Scott Design Group, Inc.
323-896-6055
FAX 323-663-4921
Scott@ScottDesignGroupInc.com

Smissen_Feb09.indd   1 1/21/09   1:38:32 PM
Kenyan Safari 
Available

The Greater Los Angeles 
Zoo Association (GLAZA) is 
offering an African safari May 
26th through June 6th includ-
ing accompaniment by expert 
African naturalists and a Zoo 
guide with experience and 
knowledge of the region and 
its fauna, flora, and customs.

The itinerary includes 
Nairobi, the Samburu Re-
serve, Lake Nakuru National 
Park, the Maasai Mara and the 
Northern Serengeti for $5,395 
per person. A five-day excur-
sion to Amboseli and Tsavo 
also available for an additional 
$1,995 per person.

Information: call the Greater 
Los Angeles Zoo Association, 
(323) 644-4792. 

LOS FELIZ—The Ronald Mc-
Donald House is seeking vol-
unteers to help manage the 
facilities’ front desk. 

The position includes 
greeting and interacting with 
families and visitors, answer-
ing telephones, handling de-
liveries, sorting and delivering 
mail and ensuring the lobby is 
welcoming to guests, children 
and families. The desk is addi-
tionally where families check 
out movies, books and games 
and where they receive infor-
mation about activities. 

With experience and spe-
cial training, the position may 
expand to giving tours, check-
ing families in and out and 
assisting the House Manager 

with special projects. Shifts for 
this position vary. 

Ronald McDonald House 
provides lodging near treat-
ment hospitals for families 
with sick children.

For information contact 
Jennifer Cohen, Volunteer 
Manager, Los Angeles Ronald 
McDonald House, 323-644-
3088 or jcohen@larmh.org. 
Additional information about 
Ronald McDonald House can 
be found at www.larmh.org, 
including volunteer forms. 

 

[volunteering]

Ronald McDonald House Seeks 
Front Desk Volunteer

What’s a girl to do when 
the USO rejects her offer to 
play music for the troops? Call 
the Pentagon, of course. 

That’s what Los Feliz resi-
dent Cody Marks did. Two 
years later she and her band 

found themselves en route to 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba with 
travel orders to “lift the spir-
its” of the men and women 
stationed there. 

“I don’t go to the frou-frou 
bases like Jessica Simpson,” 
Marks said. “I was out on the 
road for four weeks in places 
I wouldn’t wish on my worst 
enemy.”

Take Soto Cano Air Base 
in Honduras, for example. 

“There was no indoor 
plumbing,” Marks said. “I had 
to walk 6 blocks in a hurricane 
to go to the restroom. And for-
get about taking a shower!”

Marks admits to a few 
second thoughts about these 
venues. But moments like 
watching 30 troops on stage in 
Cuba belting out the lyrics to 
“Sweet Home Alabama” and 
spending time with orphaned 
children in Honduras made it 

all worthwhile. 
Her next stop? Prison.
Last year Marks and her 

band performed at the Si-
erra Conservation Center 
(SCC)—a men’s prison in 
Jamestown, CA. Her rendi-

tion of “Jailbreak” by 
Thin Lizzy was a hit 
with the prisoners, 
Marks said, but the 
warden wasn’t too 
pleased. Still, she’s 
returning for a sec-
ond show this May.

“Except for play-
ing for the troops,” 
Marks said, “play-
ing at the prison was 
definitely the most 
important thing 
I’ve ever done in my 
life.” 

	 For the last 
three years she’s been 
a volunteer counselor 

for Criminon, a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to “ad-
dressing the causes of criminal-
ity and restoring the criminal’s 
self-respect.” Through mail 
correspondence, Marks teach-
es life skills to 29 inmates. 

Marks would like to reach 
more inmates with her music, 
as well. She’s hoping to take her 
band, billed as “Cody Marks 
and the Consequences,” on a 
tour of about 18 correctional 
facilities. But first she needs to 
find the funds. 

Even as she makes plans 
for the future, Marks is still 
basking in the glow of last 
year’s accomplishments. 

“2008 was hands-down 
the best year of my life,” she 
said. “Every single one of my 
dreams came true on a profes-
sional level. Now I’ve got to 
figure out what I’m going to 
do next.”

[people in my neighborhood]

Cody Marks Plays for the Troops
By Collen Paeff, Ledger Contributing Writer

Send the

Los Feliz Ledger
your listings for volunteer 

opportunities :
acohen@losfelizledger.com

Los Feliz Ledger
Look For Our 2009 

Summer Camp Guide 
in our April Edition: Thursday, April 2nd
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA BROKERAGES  I  SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/SOCAL I USE THE WEB NUMBERS PROVIDED TO FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION ON A PROPERTY THROUGH OUR WEBSITE

LOS FELIZ 1801 NORTH HILLHURST AVENUE  T 323.665.1700

BEVERLY HILLS  I  BRENTWOOD I  HOLLYWOOD BEACH  I  LOS ALAMOS  I  LOS OLIVOS  I  MALIBU  I  MONTECITO

PACIFIC PALISADES  I  PASADENA  I  SANTA BARBARA  I  SANTA MONICA  I  SANTA YNEZ  I  SUNSET STRIP  I  WESTLAKE VILLAGE

SELECTED 
PROPERTIES

Local Experts Worldwide

©2008 Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. is Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark. Painting of the French Countryside, by Alfred Sisley, used with permission.  
Sotheby’s International Realty does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the property provided by the seller or obtained from public records or other sources.

THE BOWERS RESIDENCE: Los Feliz. 1st time 
mrkt 50 yrs, 3stry Eng.Tud. 5bd/4.5ba, lib, FDR, plyrm, 
rec/gym, +18,300 sqft level yd, gated, pond/wtrfall.
$2,990,000 WEB: 0283364 Rosemary Low 
323.660.5885

2601 VERMONT AVE: Los Feliz. Beautifully 
renovated in prime Los Feliz!  4 beds/3ba, wonderful 
priv yard, Griffi th Pk adjacent, www.2601Vermont.
com $1,799,000 WEB: 0283356
Karen & Marc 323.804.8043

1962 MICHELTORENA ST: Silver Lake. 2 story 
celebrity-style architectural in the Silver Lake hills. 
Vus. Pvt pool w/spa. Garden. Lrg dining patio.
$1,350,000 WEB: 0283500 Sonya Coke 323.829.4440

MODERN 1960 MIDCENTURY: Glendale.
Sparkling 1960 “chalet” inspired mid-century 
modern. Walls of glass, wd fl rs. Hi ceilings. 2bd/2ba. 
- 3229buckingham.com $649,000
WEB: 0283376 Jimmy Wilson 323.578.6147

2674 IVAN HILL TERRACE: Silver Lake. Character 
Spanish 3bd/2.5ba in Ivanhoe school. Gorgeous 
update w/all the amenities! Media rm, yd & vus. 
2674Ivan.com $1,079,000 WEB: 0283452
Karen & Marc 323.804.8043

IN SHADOW OF BRIDGE: Pasadena. Sophisticated 
renovation of 1828 Stone barn in shadow of 
Arroyo Bridge. Done w/architectural integrity. 
www.807laspalmas.com $1,450,000
WEB: 0274798 Team Denzel 626.396.6815

SPANISH REVIVAL CIRCA 1937: Los Feliz. 
Meticulous restoration of impeccable Spanish Revival 
Home circa1937. 2bd/1.75ba +den (1821sf/assr) 
www.2303wayne.com $995,000
WEB: 0283464 Rick Yohon 323.671.2356

A BRAZILIAN CONTEMPORARY: Los Feliz. 
Warm & inviting retreat 3bd/2.5ba +den, off, 
FDR Hi Ceil, Brazilian Walnut Flrs, 2 fpl, terraces, 
lush yd. $1,159,000 WEB: 0283432 Rosemary Low 
323.660.5885

2427 CHISLEHURST DR: Los Feliz. Exceptional 
1930’s Mediterranean Est, grand scale public 
rms, Dwn Twn vus. Guest Hse, 3 car gar 
www.2427Chislehurst.com $2,295,000 
WEB: 0283498 Alperin/Karen & Marc 323.804.8043

GREAT OPPORTUNITY IN THE OAKS: Los Feliz. 
3bd/2ba. Classic Mid-Century w/ pool. Gorgeous 
hdwd. Flrs. Stunning fpl, new kitchn. & appliances, 
entertainers dream. $1,400,000
WEB: 0283539 Scott Cain 323.791.5341

LOFTLIKE MODERN: Silver Lake. Interior opens 
to decks with huge views. Modern styling with 
accents of period details blends “Then” and “Now”.
$935,000 WEB: 0283482 
Joseph Lightfoot 213.700.4438

CLASSIC 20’S SPANISH: Silver Lake. 20s Spanish – 
3bd/2.5ba plus 1bd/1ba unit. Stunning views, character 
details, cook’s kitchen, hdwd fl oors $1,095,000 WEB: 
0283485 Joseph Lightfoot 213.700.4438



3423 Greensward - $699,000

Atwater Village. 3BR/3BA, Com-
pletely reblt frm the ground up, new 
operating systms, wlk to shops, 
restaurants & farmers market. 

Courtney Smith   323.899.8509

JUST LISTED

800 Orlando - $6,950/Mo.

West Hollywood. Gated & prvt 
12,000 sf. lot. Elegant grnds, pool. 
2BR stes, eat-in grmt kit, French 
drs, gardens & outdoor patios.

Manny Rodriguez  213.804.3951

LEASE LISTING

1527-31 Mohawk - $599,000

Silverlake. Spanish tri-plex in 
trendy Echo Prk, new electrical, 
plumbing, roofs, lrg lot, good in-
come + potential, gar & storage.

Sharon Dwyer      310.702.7478

FOR SALE

7135 Hollywood - $549,000

Hollywood Hills. Modern 2BR, 
2BA designer done in lux hi-rise 
bldg., top of the line kit & baths. 
24hr drman, sec & valet prkng.

Beverly Shea       310.487.0385

FOR SALE

10857 Willowcrest - $995,000

Studio City. South of the Blvd. 
Wrightwood estates without the 
traffic. Updtd & landscaped w/
pool. FLR, FR, 2 FP’s, 1825 sf. 

Scott Campbell   323.252.9870

JUST LISTED

5207 Palmero - $529,995

Mt. Washington. Mid-Century 
3BR/2BA, hrdwd flrs, updtd kit 
& cozy den. Panoramic views & 
Mt. Washington School District.

Strahil Goodman 323.842.8899

JUST LISTED

960 Larrabee #318 - $299,000

West Hollywood. Top flr, bright & 
light 1BR/1BA, hrdwd flrs w/laun-
dry inside. Spanish tile, spa tub, 
needs TLC w/views of the Hills.

Jason Callaway   310.880.8020

FOR SALE

2339 Edgemont - $1,195,000 - LP

Los Feliz. 3BR/2.5BA, chef’s kit, 
fam rm & FP, cstm lighting, sound 
systm, mstr ste, sep ofc/den & 
mstr bath. Prvt spa. Co-listed.

Matt Boyd            323.646.4256

JUST SOLD

4101 Parva - $1,849,000 - LP

Los Feliz. Spanish 4BR/3BA, 
ocean & city views. Bckyrd w/pool. 
Cook’s kitchen, guest/maids qrtrs. 

Kathryn Shafer    323.376.9601
Jim Crane            310.855.4595

JUST SOLD

508 Las Palmas - $2,100,000 - LP

Hancock Park. I specialize in Han-
cock Prk. For info & current inven-
tory please contact me. Spanish 
gated 4BR/2.5BA. 3rd St. school.

Jenna Cooper      323.467.6262

JUST SOLD

NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES
6525 Sunset Boulevard, 8th floor
Los Angeles, cal i fonia 90028
tel:  323.462.6262
www.nourmand.com
Locally owned and operated since 1976.

We  M a r ke t  Yo u r  H o m e  To  T h e  Wo r l d

Howard Lorey

Direct: 

323-462-6262

Email:

hlorey@nourmand.com

Branch Manager

The St. Regis Hotel - $654,000

Manhattan, NY. Own a piece of a 
Manhattan landmark. Fractional 1/12 
ownership. Furnished 2BR/2BA.

Robert Mobley     323.462.6262
                             917.549.8767

JUST LISTED

3433 Hollydale - $687,000

Atwater Village. 3BR/2.5BA. Mstr 
ste w/spa tub, new kit, bamboo fl-
rng thruout. Bckyrd w/fruit trees.

Courtney Smith   323.899.8509
Kurt Wisner         323.841.3839

JUST SOLD

444 W. Avenue 44 - $460,000

Mt. Washington. Represented buy-
ers. I specialize in 1st time buyers. 
Let me help you find a great deal. 
2BR, 1BA w/separate studio.

Margaret Arana   323.997.5339

JUST SOLD

3747 Prestwick - $970,000

Los Feliz. Represented buyers 
in short sale. 2-story contmp w/
pool, 4BR, 2.5BA, updated gour-
met kitchen & lush grounds. 

Matt Boyd            323.646.4256

JUST SOLD
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TheRentalGirl.com323.913.1443

* She’ll find you qualified tenants FAST!

* She’ll do all the work - from advertising

   to lease signing!

* She comes highly referred!

* She’ll save you time and money!

* She is affordable!

* Pay a one time fee once the unit has

   been rented!

Los Feliz * Silver Lake * Echo Park

Vacant Unit?Got a 

Call The Rental Girl!

“Under water” 
and “upside 
down”—you’ve 

probably heard these terms a lot 
lately, but don’t grab your wet 
suit or gravity boots. In real es-
tate parlance, these terms mean 
that what you owe on a property 
is greater than its current mar-
ket value. Some folks in such a 
situation elect to stay put, pay 

the monthly mortgage and  ride 
out a financial storm such as the 
one that now rages. But for oth-
ers the choices are not so elective 
if, due to death,  divorce, relo-
cation, illness, job loss or urgent 
family or financial need, they 
must liquidate a property now.  
For folks in the latter group, the 
choices are sobering—and ugly.

Sometimes, a lender 
might reset the terms of a loan 
via a “loan modification,” but 
the most frequently heard so-
lution to being upside down 
is to petition the lender for a 
“short sale”—when the lien 
holder agrees to accept a lower 
amount as payoff for the bor-
rower’s debt. Sounds easy, 

right? The lien holder accepted 
just as much risk as the bor-
rower, right? Fact is, getting a 
lender to cooperate in a short 
sale is not easy, or quick, or 
certain—or without negative 
consequences.  

A lender may elect to coop-
erate with a borrower if doing 
so is in the business interest of 
the lender. The alternative to 

a short sale is usually foreclo-
sure. About half of borrowers 
who attempt workouts or short 
sales are eventually foreclosed 
upon. The lender may elect 
to cooperate in a short sale to 
forgo the time and expense of 
foreclosure—especially in a 
declining market.  

The lender’s requirements 
for short sale eligibility vary.  
Usually, a borrower will have 
to be in default on the loan 
and able to demonstrate finan-
cial hardship. Having a “ready, 
willing and able” buyer lined 
up and a comprehensive file of 
lender-prescribed documenta-
tion will move a short sale pe-
tition to the head of the line.   

Requesting a short sale 
does not forestall foreclosure.  A 
weak, disorganized or untimely 
presentation to the lender al-
most assures a foreclosure.  If 
you elect to solicit a short sale, 
choose your realtor carefully.

Your realtor will have to 
put her/his negotiating skills 
to the test to convince the 
lender that the offer on the 
table from the “ready, willing 
and able” buyer is the lender’s 
best deal.  The buyer will need 
to be an “arms-length” buyer, 
i.e., not a shill buyer with a re-
lationship with the borrower.  
If there is more than one lien 
holder, all the lien holders will 
need to be in accord before the 
trustee’s sale, at which time, 
all chances for a short sale end, 
and the property is sold to a 
new owner.

Suppose your lender ap-
proves your short sale, and you 
stilled the foreclosure dirge.  
Happy days, right? Not so fast.  
Your consequences will be ru-
ined credit for years, though 
you may be allowed to purchase 
a new home in about two years 
(but with a very high, non com-
petitive interest rate).  

The only thing that’s short 
about a short sale is this bit 
of terse advice: before you do 
anything, consult your attor-
ney and/or accountant about 
the consequences of a short 
sale.  Better to be sober going 
into this process, than hun-
gover at the end.

Richard Stanley has been the 
top agent at the local Coldwell 
Banker office since 1995.  
He may be reached at 
www.richardstanleyrealtor.com.

[real estate]

Short Sales: “Under Water?” 
“Upside Down?” What You Can Do

by Richard Stanley
Ledger Contributing Writer Most of us 

don’t prepare 
for disaster, according to the 
editor of The L.A. Earthquake 
Sourcebook. That’s why she and 
a host of authorities put the 
volume together. 

“Seeing other people pre-
pare gets preparedness out of 
the closet and into the streets,” 
editor Judith Lewis told an au-
dience gathered at the Los An-
geles Central Library in January 

to hear about the new book.
An animated version of 

how the San Andreas Fault 
will act in the inevitable big 
earthquake of the future jolted 
the library audience to atten-
tion.  Angelenos live on “the 
geological equivalent of a bowl 
of Jell-O,” Dr. Lucy Jones of 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
said while showing the film. “If 
you were ready for Northridge 
in 1994, that doesn’t mean 
you or we will be ready for the 
next one.” 

The potential magnitude 
of the next San Andreas Fault 
quake is 7.8. When the au-
thors of the sourcebook partic-
ipated in a test last Nov. 13th 
with governmental agencies 
throughout Southern Califor-
nia, they were preparing for 
20,000 deaths, 50,000 injuries 

and $200 billion in damage. 
For those with access to 

the Internet, download “Pre-
paredness: A Family Guide,” 
an American Red Cross publi-
cation available on the Greater 
Griffith Park Neighborhood 
Council website (www.ggpnc.
org) within its “Committees” 
link.  Click on “Public Safety.”  
The essence of the brochure? 
“Make a plan, get a kit, be in-
formed.” Have at least three 

days of supplies on hand. Re-
place stock every six months.  
Establish responsibilities for 
each member of a household.

The Los Angeles Fire 
Dept. will conduct a seven- 
week “Community Emergen-
cy Response Training” course 
beginning March 11th from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Helen 
Bernstein High School, 1309 
Wilton Place. 

“Fear is the opposite of 
empowerment,” Los Angeles 
Times Book Review editor 
David Ulin told the library 
audience at the conclusion of 
the panel discussion. “Expe-
riencing the next quake may 
feel like the end of the world, 
but it isn’t. Earthquake drills 
in your home and community 
remind you of the steps you 
must take.”

[city sleuth]

Let’s Talk About Our Faults
By Diane Kanner, Ledger Columnist

“Fear is the opposite of empowerment,” 
– Los Angeles Times Book Review 

editor David Ulin

Fact is, getting a lender to cooperate in a 
short sale is not easy, or quick, or certain—

or without negative consequences.  
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Dr. Michel N. Kahwaji
• Comprehensive Eye Exams
• Treatment of Eye Disease
• Vintage & Designer Eyewear
• Bamboo Frames
• Contact Lenses
• Professional & Courteous Service
• Free Lasik Consultation

(323)664 1996
2771 Rowena Ave. (corner of Glendale Blvd.)

Los Angeles, CA 90039
www.silverlakeoptometry.com

20% off eye exam & glasses with this coupon

         Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Griffith Park Adult Community Club Calendar

Calendar sponsored by Sunset Hall

GPACC’s “Community Celebration” 
Sat. March 7th, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at GPACC and 

Friendship Auditorium, 3201 Riverside Drive. 
 Book Sale, Handcrafted Items, Raffle & Silent Auction, “White Elephant” 
items, food, drinks, and live music for dancing. This is a fund-raising event 

to support Griffith Park Adult Community Center sponsored by the 
Griffith Park Adult Community Club. 

For trips, Call Doris Slater at (323) 667-1879  
for information on new trips.

Classes  
Contact Griffith Park Adult Community Center (GPACC) at  

(323) 644-5579 or stop by at 3203 Riverside Dr., in the parking lot of 
Friendship Auditorium south of Los Feliz Blvd to get a schedule of classes 

and events.  

Silver Lake Recreation Center at 1850 W. Silver Lake Dr.   
(323) 644-3946 will also have classes. 

The Lunch Program: Lunch is served 5 days a week at the Center.  $1.75 
is a donation for those over 60 years.  Daily lunch is served at 12 pm and you 
can come in for coffee and check in at 11:30.  
 
For Information on the Griffith Park Adult Community Club and getting  
a newsletter, call Stephanie Vendig at (323) 667-3043, or e-mail at vendig@
sbcglobal.net or call Jeanne Phipps at (323) 664-2681.

Programs for Free-Thinking Seniors!  
To learn more about our current calendar of classes, concerts 
and cultural events, visit www.sunsethall.org. For information: 
Wendy Caputo (323) 962-5277

With Val-
entine’s Day 
over and done 

with, perhaps it’s time to start 
focusing on your dog’s com-
panion needs. 

People choose to welcome 
a second dog into the home 
for a variety of reasons such as 
finding a companion for their 
first dog and to help an aging 
dog feel more youthful. 

Something to consider 
before you begin the adoption 
process is your current dog’s 
personality, their history in-
teracting with other dogs and 
your budget. 

You can begin your 
search online through shel-
ters or various rescue organi-
zations. Once you’ve spotted 
a potential match, visit the 
dog a few times, taking note 
of its temperament. Many 
rescue organizations conduct 
formal personality assess-
ments to track their dogs’ 

behavior and they are happy 
to share these results with 
potential adopters. Many 
agencies are amenable to the 
idea of bringing your dog to 
the shelter or adoption site in 
order to meet their potential 
new playmate. 

When it comes time to 
take your second dog home, 
make sure they reunite with 
their new companion on neu-
tral territory, out of the house 
and out of the backyard. 
This will lesson the changes 
of your original dog becom-
ing territorial or aggressive. 
Once inside, don’t leave the 
two dogs unsupervised until 
you’ve established that they 
are comfortable and friendly 
with one another, using baby 
gates or closed doors to keep 
them separated when you’re 
not around. 

Having to two dogs can 
be challenging, but it’s defi-
nitely twice as rewarding!

[ dog’s life ]

Making Room for Two
By Jennifer Clarke, Ledger Columnist

We know that exercise 
is good for us as we age. But 
we often think that it is only 
walking, running, biking, or 
exercise machines that qualify 
as real exercise. Yes, they can 
do the trick, that is, if you 
stick with it. However, there 
is a certain amount of tedium 
in using these forms. For one, 
you generally use the same 
muscles of the body to carry 
out these actions; and it is 
something you have to do by 
yourself, even though you may 
work out with other people.

I would like to advocate 
a different form of exercise. 
In February, GPACC seniors 
joined our counterparts at Boyle 
Heights Senior Center for a 
Valentine Party. The festivities 
included local Mexican food 
and live music, and the hospi-
tality was welcoming. The facil-
ity, with its large multipurpose 
room, was decorated for the 
occasion. Musicians performed 
on a stage, and all of us were at 
tables placed around the edges 
of the room.  The middle of the 
room was reserved for that most 
enjoyable activity, dancing, 
something that is part of all of 
our traditions.

Before we knew it, we 
found ourselves on the floor 
with the Boyle Heights people, 
moving to the rhythms of Latin 
music. We didn’t need much 
encouragement. We danced by 
ourselves, or with a partner, and 
in groups, using all of our body 

in response to the beat, express-
ing what we felt as we heard the 
music. It was magical, as all of 
us seem to have experienced 
new life in our bodies, and we 
shared this experience with our 
gracious hosts. 

Dancing is for all, young 
and old. It is identified as a 
low-impact, weight-bearing 
activity. It can give your heart 
a work-out, feed your brain 
encouraging nerve cells to 
grow, and it can ward off those 
chronic health conditions, 
such as diabetes, high blood 
pressure, heart disease, osteo-
porosis and depression. Most 
of all, it is fun. 

Because of these ben-
efits, and its age-old place 
in all societies, most senior 
centers have dancing on 
their list of offerings. Line 
dancing, folk dancing, ball-
room dancing, swing, salsa, 
square dancing, and a host 
of other dance styles round 
out the activities that help 
the 50+ population maintain 
their fitness and zest for life. 
GPACC is no different, of-
fering line dancing and folk 
dancing at this time.  

Since we want you to 
have a good time at GPACC”s 
“Community Celebration” 
on Sat., March 7th from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m, we are in-
cluding live music and danc-
ing. Come dance with us as 
we celebrate GPACC’s first 
birthday.

[senior moments]

Don’t Stop ‘Til You 
Get Enough
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

The Stimulus 
Bill and Seniors
Wendy Caputo
Ledger Columnist

	
In May, retirees and other 

Social Security recipients will 
receive an extra $250 for indi-
viduals and $500 for couples.  
Retirees, older Veterans, So-
cial Security Income recipients 
and people with disabilities are 
eligible.

Recipients do not have to 
fill out tax forms this time.  
The money will be distributed 
the same way you receive your 
Social Security, through a di-
rect deposit or a check in the 
mail.  Federal and state retir-
ees who do not receive Social 
Security benefits can also re-
ceive the payment but may 
have to file 2009 tax returns 
to receive it.  For updates you 
visit the SSA website at www.
ssa.gov/payment.

The Stimulus Bill might 
also offer some relief to older 
adults through the $75 bil-
lion dollar foreclosure preven-
tion program, or other funds 
that may be available through 
energy retrofit and other tax 
credits.  Check www.recov-
ery.gov for more information 
about the Stimulus Bill.  Visit 
www.AARP.org for informa-
tion as well.

Robberies from page 1

warned about it,” said Guy 
Vidal, a Silver Lake resident, 
who said he now finds himself 
uncharacteristically looking 
over his shoulders at night. 
“I used to meet my friends at 
Edendale. Now I won’t do that 
until I know they are caught.”

Detectives say they’re 
pursing more leads and antici-
pate additional arrests.

Police are encouraging resi-
dents to walk in groups, park in 
well-lit areas and avoid talking 
on cell phones or listening to 
MP3 players while on foot.

	
Ledger contributing writer 
Kimberly Gomez contributed 
to this story. 

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 667-9897

2958 Waverly Drive - In Escrow                     $679,000
Pretty 2+2 with warm wooded den on huge lot. Eat-in 
Youngstown retro kitchen and vintage stove. Perfect for 
entertaining. Ivanhoe School District.

2712 Armstrong Ave 	                       $1,100,000 
Gorgeous 3+3 with large family room. Sparkling pool. 
House is done. Ivanhoe School District

2641 Waverly Drive 	                          $815,000
Lovely 3+2 Spanish home. One level. Ivanhoe School 
District.

2382 Kenilworth Ave 	                         $979,000
Architectural artist’s delight. 2+2 perfect for entertain-
ing. Lake view. Great yard and deck. Ivanhoe School 
District.

1250 Commonwealth Ave 	                          $575,000
2 homes on a lot. Great California bungalows in family 
neighborhood.

GAIL CROSBY
(323) 428-2864

For more photos go to: 
www.GailCrosby.com                         

Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES) and Eco Broker Designation 

SILVER LAKE HOMES
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gift certificates available

Introductory Special  
Three Private Sessions 
Only $ 165

323.906.0088
www.pilates-metro.com

3178 Glendale Blvd.  LA, CA  90039 

leaner, longer, firmer, stonger

L.A. areworks Art
Works of  Art Hair Studio, named 

“The Best Salon in Los Angeles” by 
LA Weekly, has a talented internationally 
trained team that can perform edgy, 
contemporary fashion-influenced and 
completely wearable hairstyles. 

The second floor salon is a cozy,
comfortable New York style loft complete 
with antique vanities and hardwood floors. 

Now offering free consultations,

call for an appointment. 

3 2 3 . 6 6 7 . 0 0 7 2

4655 1/2 Hollywood Boulevard., Los Feliz | 9 0 0 2 7
free parking available

For more information go to yelp.com

Art Cardiel
Voted the best hair stylist
by L.A. Magazine

of

“2006’s Best Hair Salon” LA Weekly

Cooking Classes & Catering in Silver Lake

All Levels
Groups Welcome

Private Sessions Available
Learn Knife Skills and More

Gift Certificates!
Affordable Gourmet Catering

CONTACT: TIM ROSS 
323.610.1082

e�mail: begourmet@att.net

BeGourmet! 


offered to pay the $1.5 mil-
lion cost of moving Billy to a 
refuge. 

“I am not anti-zoo, but I 
am anti-inadequate zoo,” said 
actor Kevin Nealon. 

The city council voted 
Dec. 3rd to halt construc-
tion on the elephant enclo-
sure, although the zoo had 
already spent $12 million and 
the exhibit was about 1/3rd 
complete. In an effort to re-
vive support for the project, 
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo 
Assn., the fundraising arm of 
the zoo, offered to contrib-
ute an additional $14 million 
above its original commitment 
to help pay off the city’s debt 
on the project.

Supporters of keeping Bil-
ly at the zoo came out to the 
city council meeting in force. 

“The other side is vocal 
and has star power, but it does 
not represent the majority of 
Los Angeles residents,” Los 
Angeles attorney Phyllis Kup-
ferstein told councilmembers. 

Los Angeles residents said 
they supported the zoo project 
3-1, according to a January sur-
vey of 500 residents conducted 
by polling firm Fairbank, Mas-
lin, Maullin & Associates. Seven 
in 10 respondents said moving 
Billy to a less-accessible refuge 

“Today we are sending 
a message that in the City of 
Los Angeles, we will hold to 
account, and prosecute, those 
who cheat or abuse their em-
ployees,” said Los Angeles City 
Attorney Rocky Delgadillo. 
“That is unacceptable and will 
not be tolerated.”

A city investigation found 
37 unnamed Pirian employ-
ees were paid $35 to $40 for 
eight hours of work, with as 
little as 15 minutes a day for 
lunch. It also uncovered that 
they worked with no clean wa-
ter, rest breaks, or medical care 
for burns or wounds caused by 
chemical cleaners. 

Zoo from page 1

Car Wash from page 1

Reyes is accused of threat-
ening workers with a machete 
to discourage them for orga-
nizing a union. He faces 2 ½ 
years in jail if convicted.

While Reyes and the 
Pirians were unavailable for 
comment, in July of last year 
Benny Pirian told the Los 
Feliz Ledger that he and his 
brother had been “more than 
fair” to their employees and 
urged the community to “see 
for themselves that we run a 
fair business.” 

For nearly a year, the Com-
munity-Labor-Environmental 
Action Network (CLEAN) 
Carwash Campaign, who 
praised Delgadillo’s action, 
have claimed just the opposite.  
They have been boycotting 
Pirian business since last May.

The boycott and subse-
quent protests outside of Ver-
mont Hand Wash followed the 

March firings of three Pirian 
employees.  They allegedly 
had advocated for better work-
ing conditions and supported 
the union backed Carwash 
Workers Organizing Commit-
tee (CWOC) before they were 
terminated.

For months, CLEAN 
asked that the Pirians and 
other Los Angeles carwashes 
institute minimum work stan-
dards, meet basic environmen-
tal codes and treat workers 
with respect, said director of 
CLEAN Car Wash Campaign 
Henry Huerta.  

“Day in and day out people 
are victimized on a daily basis 
in the industry,” said Huerta. 
“These kinds of problems are 
occurring throughout Los 
Angeles… and we’ll continue 
fighting to fight violators.”

According to a Los Angeles 
Times investigation last year, 

would deprive local students of 
a valuable learning experience. 

Voting in favor of the zoo 
project were councilmembers 
Tom LaBonge, Eric Garcetti, 
Jose Huizar, Ed Reyes, Rich-
ard Alarcon, Wendy Greuel, 
Janice Hahn, Bill Rosendahl, 
Greig Smith, Jack Weiss and 
Herb Wesson. Voting against 
it were Tony Cardenas, Ber-
nard Parks, Jan Perry and 
Dennis Zine. 

Lewis, the zoo director, said 
work on the elephant enclosure 
is expected to be completed by 
the summer of 2010. 

while industry wide carwash 
profits average 29%, 2/3rds of 
the washes inspected by the 
state’s labor department since 
2003 were out of compliance 
with one or more labor laws—
both minor and major.

A number of carwasheros 
throughout the city have al-
ready approached CLEAN 
about mistreatment at their 
workplaces said Huerta.  “And 
we want justice for them.”

Huerta said he hoped the 
criminal charges against the 
Pirians prove dirty practices 
won’t be tolerated and prompt 
other carwashes to clean up 
their act on their own.

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 667-9897
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vietnamese cuisine
indochine

vien

[restaurant news] 

By Pat Saperstein
Ledger Columnist

Cafe Bravo has opened 
near Hard Times Pizza at 
2662 Griffith Park Blvd. The 
reasonably-priced casual Ar-
menian cafe features chicken, 
beef and lamb kabobs and 
sandwiches. 

***
Another recently-opened 

Middle Eastern spot is The Ol-
ive at 1904 Hillhurst Ave., with 
specialties including falafel, 
shwarma and lentil soup. 

***
Barbarella Bar has taken 

over the Zen Sushi space at 
2609 Hyperion Ave. Drinks 
include jumbo 10 oz. martinis 
and 24 beers on tap. Choose 
from small plates or larger main 
dishes including Jidori chicken 
and a Barbarella burger. Happy 
hour: 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. nightly 
with discounted drinks and a 
menu of $6 small plates. 

***
Reservoir is opening after 

more than two years of con-
struction in the former Netty’s 
space at 1700 Silver Lake Blvd. 
Later this year, Domenico will 
open in Michelangelo’s former 
space, with plans for a classic 
neighborhood Italian bistro and 
Bleu Sage Cafe, is currently 
under construction in the for-
mer Backdoor Bakery space.

***
the Park in Echo Park is 

offering $15 specials on Tues-
day nights and on Monday 
nights at Little Dom’s in Los 
Feliz. Both include a first, 
main dish and dessert.

***
Locali Conscious Con-

venience market has opened 
at 5825 Franklin Ave. in Hol-
lywood. The eco-conscious 
convenience store offers prod-
ucts for a green lifestyle, vegan 
and other locally made sand-
wiches and salads.

Pat Saperstein blogs 
about L.A. restaurants 
at EatingLA.com

[gardening]

Deadhead: 
Pinch and Snip
By Melissa Berry
Ledger Columnist

Deadheading, 
despite the om-
inous sound, is 
nothing more 
than trimming 
off dead flow-

ers and keeping plants tidy. 
Some worry if it’s not done 
“correctly,” it might hurt the 
plant. But unless you really 
whack away at it, it’s tough to 
kill or even really hurt a plant 
by deadheading.

You don’t need scissors 
to deadhead more herbaceous 
flowers, such as the chrysan-
themum. Use your thumb 
and forefinger to pinch off old 
blooms, especially on compact 
plants that feature many flow-
ers, about a quarter-inch above 
new buds. Pinch impatiens, 
marigold, pansy, petunia, vi-
ola, dianthus, poppy, cosmos 
and columbine. 

Snip using hand pruners 
or a pair of sharp scissors to 
deadhead flowers that feature 
tougher, almost woody stems. 
The key is to cut off the dead 
flower a quarter-inch above 
the next bud.  Snip peony, as-
ter, coneflower, coreopsis, zin-
nia, lily and Rudbeckia. Cut 
off the faded spikes of these 
flowers to encourage a second 
flush of bloom: delphinium, 
foxglove, veronica, salvia, yar-
row, geranium, and rose.

Earth Hour 2009 – 
March 28th, 8:30PM

To demonstrate concern 
about global climate change, 
Los Angeles, and hundreds 
of cities worldwide, will par-
ticipate in Earth Hour 2009 
when, on March 28th at 8:30 
p.m. individuals, businesses, 
governments and organiza-
tions will turn off their lights 
for one hour.	

For more information: 
EarthHourUS.org

[keen to be green]

Reducing Waste 
When Eating 
Out
By Meher McArthur 
Ledger Columnist

As a working 
mother, I am 
usually thrilled 
at the prospect 
of not having 
to cook dinner, 

but I often despair when we 
eat out—or order in—because 
of the waste these meals can 
create. With take-out food, we 
end up with styrofoam con-
tainers, plastic utensils, bun-
dles of napkins, all in a plastic 
bag. If we go out for a meal 
and there are leftovers, I have 
to choose between wasting 
food or taking it home in plas-
tic or styrofoam containers.  

To avoid containers, I wrap 
leftovers in aluminum foil or 
stuff the food into my preschool-
er’s snack box. Now I am trying 
to bring my own container and 
bag whenever I eat out, but this 
still doesn’t solve the problem 
for take-out dinners. 

Let’s encourage our fa-
vorite restaurants to use 
compostable/biodegradable 
containers for take-out food 
and leftovers. They are avail-
able at www.catergreen.com, 
or from www.ecoproducts.
com. Restaurateurs can also 
contact local green restaurant 
consultant, Leslie VanKeuren 
of www.sustainla.com, to 
help them go greener. “Going 
greener makes good business 
sense,” says VanKeuren. “It 
often saves businesses money, 
and more and more people 
want to support green busi-
nesses.” 	Local eateries such as 
LaMill Coffee and Gingergrass 
in Silver Lake, Square One in 
East Hollywood and The Al-
cove in Los Feliz are already 
greening their practices. By 
eating at such green-minded 
restaurants, we can all become 
a little greener—just in time 
for St. Patrick’s Day! 
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1818 N Vermont Ave 
(next to the Los Feliz Cinema)

323.660.1175
open daily 10am - 10pm

www.skylightbooks.com   order any book in print 24 hours a day 

• Great selection of books about Los Angeles
• A full schedule of author events
• Unique greeting cards

L.A. Times 

“What a neighborhood 
bookstore should be...”  

Up Close: Harper Lee by Kerry Madden 
Author Kerry Madden appears at Skylight Books 
Sunday, March 22 at 5:00 p.m.

Visit us at our New Location!
 Same great food, Same friendly service

      

CHI DYNASTY
Since 1983

“Most unique and exotic
Chinese cuisine for the gourmet”

Serving Los Feliz for 21 years
Family owned and operated

Lunch-Dinner-Cocktails-Food to Go
We Now Deliver!

11:30am-11:00pm Sun-Thur
11:30am-12:00 Midnight Fri-Sat

1813 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027

(323) 667-3388
www.chidynasty.com

Art

Free Art Class for Kids 
Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art staff provides art supplies and 
teaches a bilingual program filled 
with hands-on projects. 
Mar. 3rd, 3:30 p.m. 
Edendale Library 
2011 W. Sunset Blvd. 
(213) 207-3000 
  
“Project Wall,” a solo exhibition by 
Jeanna Colby. 
Artist Reception: Mar. 7th, 7:00 p.m. 
to 10:30 p.m. 
Mar. 7th through April 4th 
Black Maria Gallery 
3137 Glendale Blvd. (323) 660-9393 
www.blackmariagallery.com  
   
“Channels,” a solo exhibition by 
Ken Garduno.  
This installation is the artist’s first 
solo show where his art is a display  
of how media and technology have 
played a major influence in his 
artistic career. Garduno’s work 
appeared recently in the 
LA Weekly.  
Artist Reception: Mar. 14th, 7:00 
p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
Mar. 14th through April 4th 
Black Maria Gallery 
3137 Glendale Blvd. (323) 660-9393 
www.blackmariagallery.com  
  
2012 Arts Collective: 
A community arts event for 
the entire family with live D.J. 
entertainment and booths. 
Mar. 21st, 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Free Admission 
Crystal Springs Picnic Area located 
in Griffith Park. Pads A & D 
4730 Crystal Springs Drive 
www.laparks.org/dos/parks/
griffithPK/calender/calender.htm
  
“Bold Caballeros y Noble 
Bandidas,” exhibition explores 
Mexican pop culture. 
Through May 10th, 2009 
Autry National Center  
4700 Western Heritage Way 
(323) 667-2000 
www.autrynationalcenter.org

Books

Edendale Library Friends Society 
Weekly Used Book Sale 
Mar. 11th, 2:00 p.m. 
2011 W. Sunset Blvd. (213) 207-3000 
  
Atwater Village Library Monthly 
Used Book Sale 
Mar. 21st, 10:00 a.m. 
3379 Glendale Blvd. (323) 664-1353 
  
“Pain Killers,” by Jerry Stahl. 
Author Discussion and Book 
Signing: Mar. 6th, 7:30 p.m. 
Stahl is best known for his novel, 
“Permanent Midnight: A Memoir.” 
“Permanent Midnight,” (1998) 
starring Ben Stiller and Owen 
Wilson.  
Skylight Books  
1818 N. Vermont Ave. (323) 660-1175 
www.skylightbooks.com 
  
“Letters to Guns,” a collection of 
poetry by Los Angeles based poet, 
Brendan Constantine. 
Author Discussion and Book 
Signing: Mar. 8th, 5:00 p.m. 
Constantine teaches Writing at 
Winward School, and is a three-
time finalist for The National Poetry 
Series. 
Skylight Books 
1818 N. Vermont Ave. (323) 660-1175 
www.skylightbooks.com  
  
“The Believers,” by Zoe Heller. 
Author Discussion and Book 
Signing: Mar. 11th, 7:30 p.m. 
Heller is best known for the film 
based on her novel “Notes on a 
Scandal,” (2006) starring  
Cate Blanchett and Judi Dench. 

Academy Award Nominated. 
Skylight Books 
1818 N. Vermont Ave. (323) 660-1175 
www.skylightbooks.com 

Clubs

Los Angeles Breakfast Club 
Wednesdays, 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m 
Friendship Auditorium, 3201 
Riverside Dr., Public welcome. 
  
Los Feliz Library Chess Club 
All ages and levels are welcome. 
Mar. 7th, 4:00 p.m.  
1874 Hillhurst Ave. (323) 913-4710 

Dance

Celebrate Dance 2009 
Executive Producer, Jamie 
Nichols Presents: Internationally 
renowed Los Angeles-based dance 
companies include, California 
Contemporary Ballet, 
Deborah Rosen and Dancers, Keith 
Johnson and Dancers, 
Ledges & Bones Dance Project, Lux 
Aeterna Dance Company, 
Method Contemporary Dance, Myo 
Kyo, RhetOracle Dance Company,  
and Viver Brasil Dance Company. 
Mar. 14th, 8:00 p.m. 
Alex Theatre  
216 N. Brand Blvd. (818) 243-2539 
www.alextheatre.org 

Fashion

American Girl Presents A benefit for 
Childrens Hospital Los Angeles: 
“Styles of Yesterday & Today,”  
a fashion show for young girls, 
their families and friends and 
a celebration of historical and 
contemporary fashion. 
Suitable for ages 5 and up.  
Showtimes: Mar. 27th at 7:00 p.m., 
Mar. 28th, 29th, 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 
4:00 p.m. 
Pasadena Brookside Country Club 
1133 Rosemont Ave. 
Tickets & Info: (818) 952-7978

Politics 

Greater Griffith Park 
Neighborhood Council 
Mar. 17th, 7:00 p.m. 
Los Feliz Community Police Center  
1965 Hillhurst Ave., 2nd floor  
www.ggpnc.org  
  
Silver Lake Neighborhood Council 
Mar. 4th, 7:00 p.m.  
1511 Micheltorena St.  
Micheltorena Street Elementary 
School
www.SilverLakeNC.org

Music

Los Angeles Philharmonic Presents: 
Youth Orchestra Festival 
Day, featuring classical music 
performances by 
Pasadena Young Musicians, CSUN 
Youth Phiharmonic, Olympia Youth 
Orchestra, and the Claremont 
Youth Musicians Orchestra. 
Program: Pasadena Young 
Musicians, conducted by Jo Stoup, 

Noon to 12:40 p.m., CSUN Youth 
Philharmonic, conducted by Dr. 
John Roscigno, 1:25 p.m. to 2:05 p.m. 
Olympia Youth Orchestra, 
conducted by Fung Ho, 2:50 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. 
Claremont Young Musicians 
Orchestra, conducted by Roger 
Samuel, 4:15 p.m. to 4:55 p.m. 
Mar. 8th, Free Admission 
Walt Disney Concert Hall  
111 S. Grand Ave. 
(213) 972-3454
www.laphil.com

Lectures & Learning

“Better Investing In A Down 
Market,” a free class on basic 
investment strategies for investing 
wisely during these tough 
economic times. 
Mar. 7th, 2:00 p.m. 
Edendale Library 
2011 W. Sunset Blvd. (213) 207-3000 
  
Los Angeles Astronomical Society 
and the Los Angeles Sidewalk 
Astronomers look at celestial 
bodies using a variety of telescopes  
and meet with amateur 
astronomers. 
Mar. 7th, 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Griffith Observatory, 2800 East 
Observatory Rd. 
(213) 473-0800 or 
www.griffithobservatory.org  

A Faery Hunt
Interactive faery show for the 
entire family. Children of all ages 
search for the faery queen. 
Free admission 
Mar. 7th, 21st, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Fern Dell 
5375 Red Oak Drive
www.laparks.org/dos/parks/
griffithPK/calendar/calendar.htm
  
Free Computer Classes for Seniors 
Learn how to navigate through the 
Internet. 
Mar. 10th, 3:00 p.m. 
Los Feliz Library 
1874 Hillhurst Ave. (323) 913-4710  
  

City of Los Angeles Department of 
Cultural Affairs Presents: 
Conversations with the Artists 
Featured Artists include: Davis & 
Davis and Lidia Shaddow. 
This program gives audiences an 
opportunity to exchange 
directly with the artists in an 
informal and relaxed setting. 
Artist Discussion: 
Mar. 22nd, 2:00 p.m. 
Free Admission  
Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery 
4800 Hollywood Blvd. (323) 644-6269 
www.culturela.org 

Theatre

“Wings of Night Sky, Wings of 
Morning Light,” by Joy Harjo 
(Mvskoke). 

From director Randy Reinholz 
(Choctaw) comes the highly 
acclaimed traditional tale of Native 
American storytelling through 
music and the spoken word. 
This play was performed as a 
staged reading  at the Public 
Theater’s 2007 Native Theater in 
New York.   
Mar. 10th through 29th. 
Preview Performances: Mar. 10th, 
11th at 8:00 p.m. 
Showtimes: Mar. 12th, 13th, 14th, 
19th, 20th, 21st, 26th, 27th, and 28th 
at 8:00 p.m. 
Mar. 14th, 15th, 21st, 22nd, 28th, 
and 29th, at 2:00 p.m.  
Autry National Center 
4700 Western Heritage Way  
Info: (323) 667-2000 ext.# 237 
Tickets: (866) 468-3399 or 
www.ticketweb.com

[ MARCH 2009 events calendar ]

From “Channels,” a solo exhibition by 

Ken Garduno. Courtesy, Black Maria Gallery.
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Come...
what are you 
waiting for?

Bring this ad in for a FREE 
cup of coffee!
Good thru 3/31/09.

LYRIC CAFE 

Cain_Mar09.indd   1 2/16/09   1:50:50 PM

[eastside eye] 

Pick for March
“City of the Seekers: L.A.’s Unique Spiritual Legacy,” Sat. March 14th.  
Self-driving architectural and cultural tour organized by the Los Angeles 
Conservancy that includes several local historic religious sites such as the 
Philosophical Research Society on Los Feliz Blvd., the Angelus Temple in Echo 
Park and the Self-Realization Fellowship Mother Center in Mt. Washington. 
For information visit: www.laconservancy.org. 

Set  in the late 18th cen-
tury, the melodramatic story 
deals with Sir Percy Blakeney, a 
wealthy English aristocrat who 
has just married Marguerite St. 
Juste, a beautiful French actress.  
On their wedding night, he 
discovers that she has betrayed 
a friend, sentenced to be ex-
ecuted by guillotine. Although 
the betrayal was somewhat ac-
cidental on her part, it throws 
a wet blanket on the wedding 
night and causes the marriage 
to grow cold.  

Lord Percy determines to 
save others from this horrible 
fate. He takes on the iden-
tity of the Scarlet Pimpernel, 
named after his family’s em-

blem, a small red flower, the 
image of which he wears on a 
signet ring.    

To achieve his goal, he en-
lists the help of his aristocratic 
friends.  The band pretends to be 
empty-headed, shallow fellows 
to avoid suspicion.   When the 
crafty and cruel French agent 
Chauvelin is sent to England 
to ferret out the identity of the 
Pimpernel, the plot thickens.  It 
turns out that Lord Percy’s wife, 
Marguerite, was formerly Chau-
velin’s mistress.  

Although this production 
takes place on the theater’s tiny 
stage, the company manages 
to create the time and place of 
this period production down to 

the   ominous guillotine which 
appears in several scenes.   Pe-
riod costumes including lavish 
gowns, fancy hats and powdered 
wigs lend credibility.  

The play includes a number 
of charming and at times poi-
gnant songs, sung with recorded 
accompaniment. The three prin-
cipals have strong enough voices 
to delight the audience.  Brent 
Schindele effectively articulates 
Lord Percy’s personality which 
runs the gamut from comically 
foppish to romantically gallant.  
The outstanding performance 
is given by the play’s villain, 
Chauvelin, performed by Kelby 
Thwaits whose strong baritone 
voice and clever acting brought 
the loudest applause during the 
curtain calls.  

Through April 4th. Tickets: 
$23-$26 depending on 
performance times. Reserva-
tions: (818) 244-8481.

[theater review]

Scarlett Pimpernel at 
Centre Theatre
By Marilyn Tower Oliver
Ledger Theater Critic

On Sundays, the Atwater 
Village Farmers’ Market fea-
tures some unlikely cinematic 
stars: the farmers of the South 
Central Farmers Cooperative.  

Now growing organic pro-
duce on 80 acres outside Ba-
kersfield, the group’s struggle 
to preserve 
a 14-acre 
communi-
ty garden 
is ably and 
t hou g ht-
f u l l y 
chronicled 
in Silver Lake-based producer 
and director Scott Hamilton 
Kennedy’s documentary The 
Garden.

Kennedy began shooting 
the film in 2004, after tour-
ing the urban farmers’ lushly 
planted acres located in the 
midst of an industrial district 
south of downtown. Spon-
sored and subsidized by the 
city of Los Angeles in response 
to 1992’s civil disturbance and 
riots, more than 360 families 
cultivated the once empty 
acreage, transforming it into 
an unlikely green belt. 

“The entire eco-system of 
Los Angeles went away when 
you went into this unique and 
beautiful place,” said Kennedy. 
“It was a great example of how 
local government and commu-
nity can work together.” 

As the film reveals, the 
farmers faced eviction. The 
reasons why include politics 
as usual and a deal between 
the city council and the land’s 
former owner, details of which 
were not put into the public 
record. 

K e n -
nedy re-
markably 
c apt u re s 
the strug-
gle of the 
i n c r e a s -
ingly po-

liticized Latino urban farmers, 
showing ordinary people con-
fronting the city’s questionable 
policies that are tinged by power 
politics and racism. 

Independently financed 
and soon to be released in 
Los Angeles area theaters, The 
Garden premiered at the pres-
tigious Silverdocs Film Festi-
val in Washington, D.C. win-
ning the Sterling prize and was 
shown at the 2008 Los Ange-
les Film Festival.  It was one 
of five feature documentaries 
nominated for an Academy 
Award this year, chosen from 
94 eligible films. 

For updates on The Gar-
den’s release go to: www.the-
gardenmovie.com. More in-
formation on the farmers can 
be found at: www.southcen-
tralfarmers.com.

[east side eye]

Silver Laker Earns 
Oscar Nomination for 
The Garden
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist
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Images of Jesus:
For a Time Such as This

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH of LOS ANGELES
Wilshire Center. Commonwealth Ave at 6TH St. 213.385.1341 . www.fccla.org
T h e  L a r g e s t  C h u r c h  P i p e O r g a n  i n  t h e  W o r l d

Ad prepared by
RAMEY COMMUNICATIONS 
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First Congregational Church of Los Angeles
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1X

Contact: Chéri Ramey
213.386.0200

Industry Design
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February 20, 2009

TRADITIONALWORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 11:00A

Dr. Colglazier invites you to join us every Sunday
during the Lenten Season as he begins a new Sermon
Series – Images of Jesus: For a Time Such as This

EVERY SUNDAY
Adult Faith Development Series at 9:30A

Prelude on the Great Organs at 10:30A

FREE MIDDAY ORGAN CONCERTS
Thursdays at 12:10P, S. Wayne Foster, Organist
During Lent – Organ Works of César Franck

THE 40TH ANNUAL ORGAN CONCERT SERIES
SUNDAY, MARCH 1 AT 4:00P

LYNNE DAVIS, ORGANIST

Internationally Renowned Artist
Order tickets online or call 213.385.1345

Dr. R. Scott Colglazier
Senior Minister

Join us for Shabbat services at 9:15am every Saturday followed 
by bagels, some sweets and a lively Torah discussion.

1260 North Vermont Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90029
323-665-5171  |  www.templeki.org

• 2 blocks South of Sunset Blvd. 
• A conservative congregation
• Free and easy parking
. 

• Se Habla Espanol  
• All are welcome!

TEMPLE KNESSET ISRAEL 
"Your Friendly Neighborhood Shul"

Christian Healing 
Lecture, March 5th
LOS FELIZ—Canon Mark 
Pearson, Ph.D, will speak at St. 
Mary of the Angels’ Church 
on “The Bible and Christian 
Healing,” Thurs., March 5th 
at 7 p.m. Pearson and his wife, 
Mary, M.D., run a center for 
whole-person healing in New 
England.

“Come and hear this excel-
lent speaker.  You will gain much 
from hearing him,” said St. 
Mary’s rector, Fr. Christopher 
Kelley. “You probably know a 
friend who will also get a great 
deal out of this.”  

St. Mary’s is located at 
4510 Finley Avenue, just west 
of Hillhurst Avenue.

Renowned 
Organist to 
Perform March 1st

First Congregational 
Church of Los Angeles will pres-
ent internationally renowned 
organist Lynne Davis March 1st 
at 4 p.m. The church is located 
at 540 S. Commonwealth Ave. 

Davis will perform the 
music of Durufle and other 
French composers with a pro-
gram to include Suite Mediev-
ale: En forme de Messe Basse 
by Jean Langlais. 

Donations: $20 general/$15 
seniors.) For information 
or to order tickets by phone, 
call (213) 385-1345 or 
online at www.fccla.org. 

On Jan. 6th, two weeks after 
celebrating his 100th birthday, 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jonas (John) A. 
Kucingis, pastor emeritus at St. 
Casimir Catholic Church in 
Los Feliz, died.  Msgr. Kucin-
gis also had recently celebrated 
71 years of priesthood.  

Born in Sveksna, Lithu-
ania Dec. 23rd, 1908, Msgr. 
Kucingis attended the Catholic 
University in Milan and from 
1940 to 1944 served as a chap-
lain for Telsiai High School 
and for the Lithuanian Army.  
After being arrested four times 
by the Soviets, he came as a 
refugee to the United States in 
1946.

Though he retired in 1984 
as pastor from St. Casimir, 
he continued living on the 
grounds of the church in its 
rectory and performed many 

services there. 
“We were thrown out of our 

country,” Msgr. Kucingis told 
the Los Angeles Times in 1969. 
“Like all people who are exiled, 
we brought a mission with us, to 
help those at home who are suf-
fering, to be a loudspeaker for 
the whole world.”

He established the Lithu-
anian Language Saturday 
School, supported the Lithu-
anian folk ensemble “Spin-
dulys,” Lithuanian Scouts, 
Lithuanian Catholic Youth 
“Ateitis,” the Los Angeles 
Lithuanian American Com-
munity, Knights of Lithuania, 
Holy Name Society, Daugh-
ters of Lithuania, the Lithu-
anian press, and Lithuanian 
charitable organizations, in 
addition to his parish work. 

During Lithuania’s 50 
years of Soviet annexation, 
Msgr. Kucingis aided the 
church despite repression in 
Lithuania, publicizing the 
plight of dissidents, aiding 
prisoners of conscience de-
ported to Siberia, and as-
sisting Lithuanian refugees 
and immigrants here in Los 
Angeles.

Once Lithuania regained 
independence in 1991, Msgr. 
Kucingis helped the strug-
gling Lithuanian Church by 
supporting its Seminary of 
Telsiai in Lithuania.  The 

President of Lithuania, in rec-
ognition of his service to the 
Lithuanian people, awarded 
him the Grand Duke Gedi-
minas medal.

In 1997, Msgr. Kucingis 
wrote his autobiography, “Along 
the Paths of My Life,” and two 
volumes of his homilies were 
published in Lithuania. 

Today St. Casimir 
Church continues to serve 
the Lithuanian community, 
with Sunday Mass celebrated 
in Lithuanian at 10:30 a.m. 
Additionally, each fall, St. 
Casimir holds its popular 
Lithuanian carnival.

Msgr. Kucingis’ family 
asked that donations be made 
to the building fund at St. 
Casimir in lieu of flowers.

[religion & Spirituality]

Msgr. John Kucingis (1908 – 2009)
By Roberta Morris, Ledger Religion and Sprituality Writer

Source: From latimes.com
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323-661-7661

Anju Mathur, MD

Board Certified
in Anti-Aging

Medicine 

Greater Mental Clarity
More Stamina
More Energy
Increased Sex Drive

If your body is dragging 
your spirit down call

Weight Loss
Increase Bone Mass
Better Muscle Tone

Regain Youthful Energy

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

KATHRYN PALLAKOFF                      
ADVANCED BODYWORK   
 

• Rolf Structural Integration 
• CranioSacral Therapy 
• Meridian Sound Healing 
• Chi Nei Tsang/ Visceral 
• Energy Medicine 

 

323-363-1770 

SACREDKNOTS.com      before       after  

 

 

Jessica LeRoy M A,  M F T

SPECIALIZING IN THE PSYCHOLOGY OF WOMEN

..............................

..............................

learn more at www.jessicaleroy.com/ledger

Marriage & Family Therapist, License #MFC44907
Illustration courtesy of www.alysonfox.com

jleroy@jessicaleroy.com     323.369.0755 

Elaine Silberman, Ph.D., Psy.D
Licensed Clinical Psychologist, # Psy13381

Contemporary Relational Psychoanalyst
323-664-8240, Silver Lake

Specializing in: depression, anxiety,
assertiveness, shyness, relationships, couple
communication, eating problems, self esteem
issues and parenting.

Paula L. Capps M.S., L.Ac, Nat. Dipl. OM
Licensed Acupuncturist

Fertility Specialist
Intuitive

310-750-5669

paulalc@me.com
www.handmadeuniverse.com

www.paulacapps.com

The Association is a multidisciplinary 
organization of independent practitioners 
for body, mind and spirit committed to the 

promotion of physical, emotional and 
spiritual wellness and to provide 

quality care for the community. 
Each member is solely responsible for 

all goods and services they provide.
For information, contact 

Wanda Jewell, LCSW, (323) 664-1846.

If I had 14 children, I 
would need seven washers 
and dryers. That’s practically 
a Laundromat, and since the 
machines wouldn’t be in con-
stant use, I would convert 
them to coin-op and let other 
people use them. This would 
be a viable source of income.

If I had 14 children, I 
would need several viable 
sources of income, because 
children cost a lot of money. 
Childcare alone would run 
about $10K a month, so I 
would flip that one on its head 
and open my own daycare cen-
ter. This would give me a job 
and a safe place for the kids to 
go during the day.

If I had 14 children, I 
would plan out menus a month 
at a time and shop for groceries 
just once a week. Much like an 
institutional kitchen, I would 
serve a rotating menu of a lim-
ited number of dishes, with an 
“endless” salad bar. And a fro-
zen yogurt machine.  

If I had 14 children, they 
would not be allowed to come 
home from school until their 
homework was completed.  

Period.
If I had 14 children, there 

wouldn’t be a car big enough 
for all of us, so we would walk/
stroll everywhere. This would 
keep us super fit as well as cut 
down on our giant carbon 
footprint. It would also en-
dear us to the neighbors, who 
would enjoy the spectacle. I 
imagine them driving by and 
shouting, “Hey, there goes the 
lady with 14 kids!” They might 
shout some other things too, 
so I would get the kids some 
earplugs.

If I had 14 children, our 
house would be filthy, I would 
never ever feel rested, and the 
more televisions I could have 
going at once, the better. I 
would be shunned by most, 
ogled at by many, and re-
viled by some. I would never 
feel lonely, but never get to be 
alone. Often I would be too 
tired and stressed out to treat 
the children the way they de-
served to be treated. And I 
would definitely have to give 
up drinking. But at least I 
would have a frozen yogurt 
machine.

[family matters]

The Old Woman in the 
Shoe: If I Had 14 Children
By Kristen Taylor, Ledger Columnist

[being whole]

Our Energy 
Around Money 
By Elma Mayer

Money. 
Our energy fields resonate 

with the weakness of the glob-
al economy’s energy field. This 
weakens us in areas seemingly 
unrelated to finances: stress, 
health, even relationships and 
life purpose. 

On a scale of 0-10, how 
do you feel about finances? I’m 
not asking how much money 
you have, I’m asking how you 
experience it. Fear? Or feeling 
fine? Somewhere between? 

Now, briefly focus atten-
tion on your spine as you say: 
Disconnect from collective fi-
nancial fear. Disconnect from 
fear of loss. Neutral to whether I 
have money or not. Disentangle 
finances from health, emotions, 
relationships. Connect with 
gratitude. Connect with Highest 
Self. Take a deep breath. How 
do you feel? Differently than 
before? You’ve just strength-
ened your energy field around 
money. 

Elma Mayer, MA, practices 
and teaches Chinese Ener-
getics in Silverlake and be-
yond. www.nowhealing.com 
(323)309-7687. 
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jonmeasures.com

Our hand-controlled 
process, assures 

full restoration & sheen

Slow Drying – All rugs dried 
in dust free, temp. controlled 

environment.

Repairs – Our team of experts 
will be happy to repair your 
rug to its original condition.

SPRING
 CLEANING SPECIAL

20% DISCOUNT

Thomas Rug Cleaning Co.
and ARARAT Oriental Rugs

"Environmentally safe rug cleaning. 
Allergen and bacteria free rugs in your home"

"Voted best 
rug cleaning by 
LA MAGAZINE"

Submission Guidelines

To submit a letter 

for Open Mike, send to 

acohen@losfelizledger.com or to 

4459 Avocado St., LA, CA 90027. 

Include your name, area in which you live 

and contact information. 

Letters become property of the 

Los Feliz Ledger and may be edited 

for clarity or space for reprinting.

In the February 2009 is-
sue of the Los Feliz Ledger, Ms. 
Saperstein’s review of Little 
Dom’s restaurant was offen-
sive and insensitive to all of 
your readers, especially the 
Italian-American community. 
Do Ms. Saperstein and your 
editorial staff understand the 
derogatory nature of the term 
“Guido?”  

I’ve included a wikipedia 
link below to educate you and 
your staff on this ethnic slur: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Guido

To demonstrate that the 
Los Feliz Ledger respects all 
of the communities that it 

450 Years To 
Dispose of A 
Diaper?

Kudos on your editorial 
(February 2009, Keen to Be 
Green, by Meher McArthur) 
about rethinking our use of pa-
per goods (particularly paper 
towels), and for the brilliant 
chart showing the break-down 
time of everyday objects. That 
was an eye-opener and such a 
smart way of getting people’s 
attention. 

Four hundred and fifty 
years for a disposable diaper is a 
disheartening concept—and yet 
the article took a positive and 
inspiring approach, providing 
readers with practical ideas. 

By the way, I, like you, 
gave up paper towels quite 
awhile ago and don’t miss 
them at all anymore. I have 
piles and piles of cotton kitch-
en towels that do the job. Of 
course, if we were asked to 
substitute kitchen towels for 
toilet paper, I might be a teeny 
bit less cheerful.

Thanks so much for a ter-
rific piece of work.      

Leni Fleming

Editors note: My 11- year-old 
son calculated that his class 
alone (25 kids) used approxi-
mately 109,500 diapers when 
they were babies that are now 
sitting somewhere waiting an-
other 440 years to decompose! 
(Based on 6 disposable diapers a 
day for two years.) And that is 
just one class of children here in 
Los Angeles! 

An incorrect map was dis-
tributed to the public in 2007, 
showing the boundaries of the 
proposed PPD to be narrower 
and more exclusive than those 
Cremin said she originally re-
quested from the Los Angeles 
Dept. of Transportation. In 
Cremin’s grievance letter, she 
claimed the council deliber-
ately misled the public with a 
“misinformation campaign” 
regarding the boundaries. 

The Brown Act aims to 
protect public access to local 
government meetings and de-
cisions. The California Public 

Records Act makes information 
held by local agencies available 
to members of the public.

At Cremin’s Jan. 29th 
hearing, the three executive 
committee members—GG-
PNC president Philip Gasteier 
and vice presidents Rosemary 
DeMonte and Bruce Carroll—
voted to seek input from other 
board members named in the 
grievance, before making a 
recommendation of a remedy 
to the full GGPNC board. 

Cremin said she is not 
happy with how the council is 
handling her grievance so far.

“I’m not feeling like it’s 
being handled very fairly,” she 
said by phone several weeks af-
ter the hearing.

Cremin has asked DONE 
to intervene in the resolution 
of her grievance. She said her 
complaints will not be resolved 
until several members of the 
GGPNC board resign. 

“If they come back to me 
with anything short of the 
resignations of certain board 
members, then I will not ac-
cept the resolution,” she said. 

Grievances filed against 
Los Angeles neighborhood 
councils through DONE are 
typically sent back to the indi-
vidual councils to be resolved, 
said DONE general manager 
Bong Hwan Kim. 

“We haven’t had a clear 
grievance review process,” 
Kim said. “The idea was for 
the neighborhood councils to 
be the first line of resolution.”

Whether that setup has 
been effective in resolving 
grievances depends on the by-
laws of each individual coun-
cil, Kim said. DONE has not 
kept count of how many griev-

ances have been filed since the 
inception of the neighborhood 
council system. 

According to the GG-
PNC’s bylaws, the Executive 
Committee can review the 
grievance or refer the issue to 
an ad hoc committee com-
prised of volunteer stakehold-
ers from the community. If 
the stakeholder bringing the 
grievance is not satisfied with 
the recommended resolution, 
there is not much else he or she 
can do under DONE’s current 
procedures, Kim said.

DONE is currently work-
ing on a formal procedure for 
handling grievances, a step 
that was recommended by 
the Neighborhood Council 
Review Commission in 2007. 
Having a mixed panel of board 
members and community 
stakeholders hear grievances 
is being considered, as well as 
the opportunity for appeals to 
a different overseeing body—
the Board of Neighborhood 
Commissioners. 

The new procedure is ex-
pected to be in place within six 
months, Kim said.

serves, I request the Ledger 
publish an apology—or at 
least an explanation  on why 
your publication chooses to 
use crude and derogatory 
language to offend an entire 
community. 

Jason Marco 
N. Berendo, Los Feliz

Editor’s Response: We received a 
handful of letters like Mr. Mar-
co’s above. We sincerely regret 
our insensitivity—which was 
absolutely unintentional. We 
apologize whole-heartedly to the 
Italian-American community 
and our readers.

[open mike]

Mi dispiaci
GGPNC from page 1

DONE has not kept count of how many 

grievances have been filed since the inception 

of the neighborhood council system. 



 

Largest Real Estate Office in Los Feliz (130+ Agents)
Fastest Growing Real Estate Company in North America

4652 Hollywood Boulevard
(Between Vermont & Hillhurst)

Tel  323-300-1000  •  Fax  323-300-1001
www.KWLosFeliz.com

3261 N. Knoll Drive                        $1,098,000
Exquisite home in the Hollywood Hills East. Totally rebuilt 
with modern luxuries. Approx. 2000sf, 7330 sf lot, 4 bd/3 
ba. Wood plank & tile floors, wet bar, 2car garage. Views, 2 
patios/balcony for entertaining. View by appt. only.

Karen Numme                                                 (323) 804-2008

2007 Baxter St.                        	    $899,000
New Construction! Beautiful, large, gorgeously appoint-
ed 3bd/3.5 ba home w/Great Rm, Din Rm, LR, 2 FRPLS.  
Custom hardwood cabinetry in kitchen and baths, granite 
throughout.  Kitchen boasts all stainless built-in applianc-
es. Magnificent spa-like Master bath.  Fully landscaped.
Craig Koendarfer                                         (323) 533-3770

210 S. Windsor Blvd.                      $4,399,000
Gorgeous turnkey Mediterranean walking distance to 
Larchmont. Dramatic twin spiral staircase sweeps you up 
and away to Master “wing” w/fireplace, room size dressing 
room, bath spa and lanai w/downtown views! Rescue dog 
sponsored with every home sale.
Sandy Zalagens                                             (310) 210-8742

2246 N. Glendale Ave   	    $699,000
2+2 CA Bungalow w/deck & waterfall. French doors & built-ins. 
Vaulted living room ceilings. 2 Car detached garage for studio/
office. Near Reservoir, shops & dining.

C. Pinky Young                                          (213) 304-2974

4326 Babcock Ave #101                	   $450,000
Luxurious, spacious unit w/ 2bed+2ba, 2 balconies, dining 
rm & 2 firepls. Master has a hotel suite feel w/ balcony, firepl, 
huge marble bath & large walk in closet. High ceilings, inside 
laundry, custom wood blinds & hrdwd floors. 2 prkng spaces. 
Close to Ventura Blvd.
Michael Maloney                                   (323) 842-9687

REO/Bank Owned 
Properties

Call Michael for the most 
updated lists

(888) 253-1976 x38

Principals only.

We’re Moving 
to Hillhurst this May!! 

Please visit www.KWHillhurst.com for updates.



Just Listed Just Listed Great New Price

Coming Soon Coming Soon Just Listed

Listed & Sold In 14 Days With Multiple Offers!For Sale Listed & Sold in 9 Days With Multiple Offers!

2150 Hillhurst Avenue, 
Los Angeles, CA 90027

323.668.7600
georgeandeileen.com

2153 Avon Street        Echo Park Elysian Valley $539,000
Quaint & charming describe this 2 bd & 1 ba cottage in a nice Echo Park 
neighborhood on a lovely street. Great curb appeal. Beautiful & spacious 
front & back grassy lawns w/room to add on. Lovely front porch.

8941 Wonderland Park Avenue Laurel Canyon         $2,550,000
4 Bd, 5 Ba Mid-Century Architectural designed by L.A. architect Robert 
Kennard & beautifully landscaped by Garrett Eckbo on almost 2 
acres in the hills of Laurel Cyn + Guest House & Pool. A Must See.

2700 Glendower Avenue Los Feliz Hills $1,595,000
W.L. Skidmore Brick and Glass 3 bd 3 ba Masterpiece + full guest apt.  
Sweeping city views from downtown to the Westside & Griffith Park.
Gourmet kitchen, huge living room, wonderful terraces, 2 fireplaces.

3733 Clayton Avenue Franklin Hills $1,045,000
Stunning 4 Bd, 3 Ba Architectural w/views. Dramatic liv rm w/fireplace. 
Large bright cook’s kitchen w/breakfast area. Formal dining rm, polished 
concrete & honey colored hrdwd flrs. A/C. Terraced patios & gardens. 

1957 Myra Avenue Los Feliz $895,000
Lovely 3 bd 3 ba Traditional in the hills of Los Feliz. Beautiful living 
room w/fireplace & great windows. Spacious view patio off formal DR. 
Brkfst rm, large family rm & home office. Apprx 2570 sq ft. Room for pool. 

1971 Myra Avenue Los Feliz                     Call For Price
Charming 3 bd 1.5 ba Cape Cod set up high on a lovely knoll on a great 
corner location. Spacious living rm w/fireplace. Formal DR, Hardwd flrs, 
A/C. Great indoor outdoor flow. Franklin Elementary & Marshall High.

1315 Romulus Drive Glendale                          $539,000
Classic Adams Hill 2 bd 1 ba English Manor with home office and a pool! 
Spacious living room w/fireplace & beamed ceiling steps down to sunny 
library area w/view. Formal DR. Great patio & pool for summer parties!

2420 Moreno Drive Silver Lake $1,275,000
Stunning  4 Bd & 3 Ba Spanish residence in the Moreno Highlands.  
Wonderful living room w/fabulous views, formal dining rm, family 
rm, home office, beautifully landscaped flat yard, spa & arbor. Gorgeous.

3970 Seneca Atwater Village $615,000
Beautiful 3 bd & 3 ba Spanish Home. Spacious living room w/pitched 
ceiling & fireplace, family rm or home office, great kitchen w/granite 
counters, master suite. Grassy yard. Detached garage. Move in & enjoy. 

A Food Drive for The Los Angeles Mission


